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Yunxiang YAN     
Address
Office: Department of Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles, 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1553.  Tel. (310) 267-2046.  Email: "yan@anthro.ucla.edu".

Education 
Ph.D.
Social-Cultural Anthropology, Harvard University, 1993.

M.A.
Folklore and Mythology Studies, Peking University, China, 1984.

B.A.
Chinese Literature, Peking University, China, 1982.
Employment
Professor of Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles, 2003-present (Associate Professor, 1998-2003; Assistant Professor, 1996-98).

Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University, 1994-1996.

Lecturer of Anthropology, Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1993-1994.

Lecturer of Folklore, Peking University, China, 1984-1986.

Publications
Single-authored Books:

2009    The Individualization of Chinese Society. Oxford: Berg (Chinese translation published in 2011 by Yiwen Publishers, Shanghai).

2003
Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999. Stanford: Stanford University Press (Chinese translation published in 2006 by Shanghai Shudian Chubanshe). Winner of the 2005 Joseph Levenson Prize, American Association of Asian Studies. 
1996 The Flow of Gifts: Reciprocity and Social Networks in a Chinese Village. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press (Chinese translation published in 2000 by 
Shanghai Renmin Chubanshe).
Edited book:


2021.
Chinese Families Upside Down: Intergenerational Dynamics and Neo-Familism in the Early 21st Century. Leiden and Boston: Brill Academic Publisher. 

Co-authored book:

2011
Deep China: The Moral Life of the Person, What anthropology and psychiatry tell us about China today. Co-authored by Arthur Kleinman, Yunxiang Yan, Jing Jun, Sing Lee, Everett Zhang, Pan Tianshu, Wu Fei, and Guo Jinhua.  Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Co-edited books:


2018a
Zhang Letian, Xi Fuqun, and Yunxiang Yan (eds.).Work Journals of Zhou Shengkeng, 1961-1982. Leiden and Boston: Brill Publishers (1,392 pages).

2018b
Zhang Letian and Yunxiang Yan (eds.).Personal Letters between Lu Qingsheng and Jiang Zhenyuan, 1961-1986. Leiden and Boston: Brill Publishers. (606 pages).
Journal articles and book chapters:


2025
“The Private-Life Approach to the Rise of Neo-familism in Contemporary China.” Sociological Review (forthcoming in the special issue on intergenerational relations, July 2025).

2024
“Love for a Child: Parental Advocacy for Social Inclusion.” In Becky Yang Hsu (eds.) Weathering the Storm: Family and Forms of Community in China. New York: Columbia University Press (forthcoming). 
2023a. “Familial Affections vis‑a‑vis Filial Piety: The Ethical Challenges Facing Eldercare under Neo‑Familism in Contemporary China.” The Journal of Chinese Sociology 10:5:1-21,  https://doi.org/10.1186/s40711-023-00185-6
2023b. “Communist Moralities under Socialism.” In James Laidlaw (ed.), The Cambridge Handbook for the Anthropology of Ethics, pp. 871-896. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

2022. “Trajectories of Moral Transformation in Contemporary China.” In Ryan Nichols (ed.) The Routledge International Handbook of Morality, Cognition, and Emotion in China, pp. 239-256. London: Routledge. 

2021a
“Wei ziji er huo, yihuo ziji de huofa: getihua mingti bentuhua zai sikaoz” (To live for oneself’ or to live a Life of one’s own’: rethinking the sinification of the individualization thesis). Tansuo yu Zhengming (Exploration and Debate), 32(10): 46-59 (in Chinese). 
2021b  (co-authored with Wei Wei). “Rainbow Parents and the Familial Model of Tongzhi (LGBT) Activism in Contemporary China.” Chinese Sociological Review 53 (5): 451-472.


2021c (co-authored with Tian Li and Yanjie Huang). “Grassroots Archive Collection at CDRCSL.” Qualitative Inquiry 27 (8-9): 1010-1016. 

2021d
“The Inverted Family, Post-Patriarchal Intergeneratioonality, and Neo-Familism.” In Yunxiang Yan, ed. Chinese Families Upside Down: Intergenerational Dynamics and Neo-Familism in the Early 21st Century, pp. 1-30. Leiden and Boston: Brill Academic Publisher. 


2021e
“The Statist Model of Family Policy Making.” In Yunxiang Yan, ed. Chinese Families Upside Down: Intergenerational Dynamics and Neo-Familism in the Early 21st Century, pp. 223-252. Leiden and Boston: Brill Academic Publisher. 


2021f
“Three Discourses of Neo-Familism.” In Yunxiang Yan, ed. Chinese Families Upside Down: Intergenerational Dynamics and Neo-Familism in the Early 21st Century, pp. 253-274. Leiden and Boston: Brill Academic Publisher. 

2021g
“The Politics of Moral Crisis in Contemporary China.” The China Journal, No. 85, pp. 96-120.

2021h “The Happiness Turn: Review of Two Books.” The China Journal, No. 85, pp. 143-150.

2020. “Gifts.” In F. Stein, S. Lazar, M. Candea, H. Diemberger, J. Robbins, A. Sanchez and R. Stasch (eds.) The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Anthropology. http://doi.org/10.29164/20gifts

2019
(co-authored with Li Tian) “Self-Cultivation of the Socialist New Person in Maoist China: Evidence from a Family's Private Letters, 1961-1986.” The China Journal, No. 82, Pp. 88-110. 


2018a
“Neo-Familism and the State in Contemporary China.” Urban Anthropology 47(3, 4): 181-224.

2018b
“The Ethics and Politics of Patient-Physician Mistrust in Contemporary China.” Developing World Bioethics 18(1): 7-15.  
2018c
(co-authored with Zhang Letian). “Introduction to the Work Journals of Zhou Shengkang.” In Zhang Letian, Xi Fuqun, and Yunxiang Yan (eds). Work Journals of Zhou Shengkeng, 1961-1982, Pp. vii-xi. Leiden, Netherland and Boston: Brill Publishers.
2018d
(co-authored with Zhang Letian). “Introduction.” In Zhang Letian and Yunxiang Yan (eds). Personal Letters between Lu Qingsheng and Jiang Zhenyuan, 1961-1986, Pp. xxv-xxxviii. Leiden, Netherland and Boston: Brill Publishers. 
2017a “Doing Personhood in Chinese Culture: The Desiring Individual, Moralist Self, and Relational Person.” The Cambridge Journal of Anthropology, 35(2): 1-17.
2017b. “The Disenchantment of the Gift.” In Andrew Sanchez et al. “‘The Indian Gift’: A Critical Debate.” History and Anthropology 28 (5): 576-580.  

2016a
“Civility, Taiwanese Civility, and the Taiwanese Civility Reconstructed by Mainland Chinese.” In Steve Tsang (ed.) Taiwan’s Impact on China, pp. 233-257. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

2016b
“Intergenerational Intimacy and Descending Familism in Rural North China.” American Anthropologist, 118(2): 244-257. 

2016c
“Between Morals and Markets: The Diversification of the Moral and Social Landscapes in China,” In Robertson-von Trotha, Caroline Y. (ed.): Die Zwischengesellschaft. Aufbrüche zwischen Tradition und Moderne? (= Interdisciplinary Studies on Culture and Society, Vol. 10), pp. 131-145. Baden-Baden, Germany: Nomos. 

2016d
“Old and New Moralities in Changing China.” Anthropology of This Century, Issue 15, pp. 1-7. 
2015a
“Moral Hierarchy and Social Egoism in a Networked Society: The Chaxugeju Thesis Revisited.” Korean Journal of Sociology, 49(3): 39-58.
2015b
“From Food Poisoning to Poisonous Food: The Spectrum of Food-Safety Problems in Contemporary China.” In Kwang Ok Kim (ed.) Re-Orienting Cuisine: East Asian Foodways in the Twenty-First Century, pp. 263-286.  New York/Oxford: Berghahn Books.

2015c
“Parents-driven Divorce and Individualization among Urban Chinese Youth.” International Social Science Journal, Issues 213/214, pp. 317-330. 
2014a
“Hershatter’s Analysis of Virtues and the Construction of the Self.” The PRC History Review 1(1): 20-21. 
2014b
“Small Field-site and Big Issues: Exploring the World through Ethnography.” World Ethnology (in Chinese), no. 1, pp. 55-58 (2014). 
2014c 
“The Moral Implications of Immorality: The Chinese Case for a New Anthropology of Morality,” Journal of Religious Ethics, 42(3): 460-493.  


2013
 “The Drive for Success and the Ethics of the Striving Individual.” In Charles Stafford (ed.) Ordinary Ethics in China Today, pp. 263-291. London: Bloomsbury.

2012a
“Food Safety and Social Risk in Contemporary China.” The Journal of Asian Studies 70(3): 705-729.
2012b
“Of the Individual and Individualization: the Striving Individual in China and the Theoretical Implications.” In Michael Heinlein, Cordula Kropp, Judith Neumer, Angelika Poferl and Regina Romhild (eds.) Futures of Modernity: Challenges for Cosmopolitical Thought and Practice, pp. 177-194. Bielefeld, Germany: Transcript Publishers. 

2011a
“The Changing Moral Landscape.” In Arthur Kleinman, Yunxiang Yan, Jing Jun, Sing Lee, Everett Zhang, Pan Tianshu, Wu Fei, and Guo Jinhua. Deep China: The Moral Life of the Person, What anthropology and psychiatry tell us about China today, pp. 36-77.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  

2011b “The Individualization of the Family in Rural China.” boundary 2 38 (1): 203-229.

2011c
“How Far Away Can We Move From Durkheim? Reflections on the New Anthropology of Morality.” Anthropology of This Century, issue 2. 

2010a
“The Chinese Path to Individualization,” The British Journal of Sociology 61 (3): 489-512. 
2010b
“Introduction: Conflicting Images of the Individual and Contested Process of Individualization.” In Mette Halskov Hansen and Rune Svarverud (eds.) iChina: The Rise of the Individual in Modern Chinese Society, pp. 1-38. Copenhagen: NIAS Press.



2009
“The Good Samaritan’s New Trouble: A Study of the Changing Moral Landscape in Contemporary China.” Social Anthropology 17 (1): 9-24. 


2008
“Introduction: Understanding the Chinese Individual.” European Journal of Asian Studies 7(1): 1-9.


2007
“Managing Cultural Conflicts: State Power and Alternative Globalization in China.” In Helmut Anheier and Yudhishthir Raj Isar (eds.) Conflicts and Tensions, pp. 172-184. Los Angeles & London: Sage Publications.

2006a
“Girl Power: Young Women and the Waning of Patriarchy in Rural North China.” Ethnology 45(2): 105-123.


2006b
“Little Emperors or Frail Pragmatists? China’s ’80ers Generation.” Current History: A Journal of Contemporary World Affairs, 105 (692): 255-262 (September).

2006c
“Differentiated Mode of Association and the Notion of Hierarchy in Chinese Culture” (Chaxu geju yu Zhongguo wenhua de dengjiguan), Sociological Studies (Shuhuixue yanjiu), no. 4. pp. 201-212 (in Chinese).

2005a
“The Individual and Transformation of Bridewealth in Rural North China.” Journal of the Royal Anthropology Institute 11(4): 637-657. 

2005b
“The Gift and Gift Economy.” In James Carrier (ed.) A Handbook of Economic Anthropology, pp. 246-261. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar. 

2004a
“Calculability and Budgeting in a Household Economy: A Case Study from Rural North China.” Taiwan Journal of Anthropology 2 (1): 69-72.

2004b “Making Room for Intimacy: Domestic Space and Conjugal Privacy in Rural North China.” In Ronald G. Knapp and Kai-Yin Lo (eds.) House, Home, and Family: Living and Being Chinese, pp. 373-395. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.

2004c
“Native Anthropologist, Longitudinal Fieldwork, and Experience-near Ethnography.” In Xin Liu (ed.) New Reflections on Anthropological Studies of (greater) China, pp. 204-213.  Berkeley, CA: Institute of East Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley.  
2002a
“Planning Birth: Changes in Fertility Culture in a Chinese Village.” Etudes Rurales (Paris), no. 161-162, pp. 129-152.

2002b
“Managed Globalization: State Power and Cultural Transition in Contemporary China.” In Peter Berger and Samuel Huntington (eds.), Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary World, pp. 19-47. New York: Oxford University Press.

2002c
“Courtship, Love, and Premarital Sex in a North China Village.” The China Journal, no. 48, pp. 29-53.

2002d
“Unbalanced Reciprocity: Asymmetrical Gift Giving and Social Hierarchy in Rural China.” In Mark Osteen (ed.), The Question of the Gift, pp. 67-84.  London: Routledge Press.


2001
"Practicing Kinship in Rural North China."  In Susan McKinnon and Sarah Franklin (eds.), Relative Values: Reconfiguring Kinship Studies, pp. 224-243.  Durham: Duke University Press.

2000a
“The Politics of Consumerism in Chinese Society.” In Tyrene White (ed.) China Briefing, 1998-2000, pp. 159-193.  Armonk, NY: M.E.Sharpe.

2000b
“The Fate of Tibet” (review essay). The China Journal, no. 43, pp. 133-140.

2000c 
“Of Hamburger and Social Space: Consuming McDonald's in Beijing.” In Deborah Davis (ed.) The Consumer Revolution in Urban China, pp. 201-225. Berkeley: University of California Press.

1999
“Rural Youth and Youth Culture in North China.” Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry 23(1): 75-97.

1998
“Money and Morality in Family Politics: The Case of Family Division in Rural North China.” Sociological Studies, no. 6, pp. 74-84 (in Chinese).


1997a
“The Triumph of Conjugality: Structural Transformation of Family Relations in a Chinese Village.” Ethnology 36(3): 191-212.

1997b
“McDonald's in Beijing: The Localization of Americana.” In James L. Watson (ed.) Golden Arches East: McDonald's in East Asia, pp. 39-76.  Stanford: Stanford University Press.


1996
“The Culture of Guanxi [social networks] in a North China Village.” The China Journal, no. 35, pp. 1-25. 

1995a
“Everyday Power Relations: Changes in a North China Village.” In Andrew Walder (ed.) The Waning of the Communist State: Economic Origins of Political Decline in China and Hungry, pp. 215-41. Berkeley: University of California Press.

1995b
“The Rise of Fast Food and Its Impact on Local Dietary Culture in Beijing.”  In Lin Qinghu (ed.) Papers from the Fourth International Symposium on Chinese Dietary Culture, pp. 47-63.  Taipei, Taiwan: Foundation of Chinese Dietary Culture (in Chinese).

1994
“Dislocation, Reposition, and Restratification: Structural Changes in Chinese Society.” In Maurice Brosseau and Lo Chi Kin (eds.) China Review 1994, pp. 15.1-24.  Hong Kong: Chinese University Press.

1992 “The Impact of Rural Reform on Economic and Social Stratification in a Chinese Village.” Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs, no. 27, pp. 1-23.
Honors and Awards
2016
Tan Lark Sye Visiting Professorship in Chinese Language and Culture, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, August 15-September 15.

2016
Visiting Professor, Department of Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK, May 1-30.

2012
Visiting Professor, Centre d’etudes sur la Chine Moderne et Contemporaine, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, France, May 1-30.


2010
Fellow, the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation.


2005
The Joseph Levenson Book Prize of the Association for Asian Studies (for Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999). 


2005
Honorable Mention of the F. L. K. Hsu Book Prize of the Society for East Asian Anthropology, AAA (for Private Life under Socialism: Love, Intimacy, and Family Change in a Chinese Village, 1949-1999).


2005
Thomas P. Johnson Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Rollins College, Florida. 


2003
Fellow, American Council of Learned Societies and Social Science Research Council.


2003
Speaker of the Malinowski Memorial Lecture, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK. 


2000
Visiting Associate Professor, Centre d’etudes sur la Chine Moderne et Contemporaine, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, May 1-30.

1999 Fellow, President's Research Fellow in Humanities, University of California.
Keynote Speeches Since 2010
2024a
“Neo-Familism as the Chinese Response to Individualization and Risk Society.” Keynote at the 4th workshop of the Research Network of Global Sociology (a global research group led by Marian Burchardt, Universität Leipzig, Germany), May 23, Hong Kong. 


2024b
“The Neo-Familism Approach to Family Changes in China.” Keynote speech at the 14th Oxford China Forum (online), March 9th. 


2023.
“The Ethical Dilemmas in Neo-Familism.” Keynote speech at the International Conference on “Moral/Ethical Developments and the Chinese Modernity,” Nanjing, China, November 24-26.

2019
The Inaugural Tian Rukang Lecture Series (three public lectures), School of Social Development and Public Policy, Fudan University, China. July and December.


2019
“The Inverted Family and Post-Patriarchal Intergenerationality.” The 18th Zheng Hangsheng Memorial Lecture, July 15, School of Society and Population, Renmin University, China.
2018a
“Moral Chang and the Remaking of Moral Self.” The 1st Fei Xiaotong Lecture, June 29, Renming University, Beijing, China. 

2018b
“The Trajectories of Moral Change in Contemporary China.” The 9th Kuige Public Lecture, Yunnan University, June 11, Kunming, China. 

2017a
“Intergenerational Relatedness and Familism in Contemporary China.” Keynote speech at the Nordic conference “Age Agency Ambiguity: Gender and Generation in Times of Change,” University of Oslo, August 28, Oslo, Norway. 

2017b
“Moral Transformation and Personhood Cultivation,” The 2017 Wu Zelin Lecture at East China Normal University, June 15, Shanghai, China. 

2016a
“Moral Transformation in Post-Mao China.” The 2016 Tan Lark Sye Lecture in Chinese Language and Culture, August 20, Singapore. 

2016b
“The Egoist Individual, Moralist Self, and Relational Person: A Tripartite Approach to the Changing Chinese Personhood.” The 2016 Annual Marilyn Strathern Lecture, May 26, Cambridge University, UK. 


2016c
“From Moralist Self to Relational Person: The Unmaking and Re-Making of the Chinese Subjectivity in Maoist and Post-Mao Eras.” Keynote speech at the conference of “New Approaches to the Study of Social Life,” organized by Fudan University and Nanjing University, Qidu, Jiansu Province, China, July 9.  

2014a
“The Moral Transformation in China.” The 2014 Lion-Mountain Lecture, Huanzhong Agricultural University, Wuhan, China, December 26. 
2014b
“Between Morals and Market: Lessons from the Chinese Case.” Keynote at the 2014 Karlsruhe Dialogues, Feb. 15, Karlsruhe, Germany.


2013
“The Moral Implications of Immorality: The Chinese Case for a New Anthropology of Moralities.” The 20th Adams Lecture in Classics and Humanities, San Diego State University, December 3rd, San Diego. 

2012
“Mismatched Values and Immoral Behaviors in Contemporary China.” Keynote speech at the conference “From Encounter to Engagement: The Dialogue between Anthropology and Psychology,” Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica, September 4, Taipei, Taiwan. 


2011
“Moral Changes and Social Transformation in Post-Mao China.” Keynote speech at the 2011 Melbourne Conference on China, University of Melbourne, August 6, Melbourne, Australia.


2010
“Pragmatism, Individualization, and the Face Complex: A Cultural Account of China’s Economic Miracle.” Keynote at the public forum “Cultures of Economics” organized by University of Munich and the German Federal Cultural Foundation, May 7, Berlin, Germany. 

Invited Lectures and Papers Since 2010
2024
“Civic Engagement, Neo-Familism, and Theoretical Implications of Parental Advocacy.” Public lecture at the East Asian Studies Department, University of Vienna, Austria, May 8. 

2023a
“Unpacking the “Fulltime Children” Phenomenon.” Public lecture (online) at the School of Social Development, Hubei Nationality University, China, December 14. 

2023b 
“The Reconfiguration of Kinship under Neo-Familism.” Public lecture at Department of Anthropology, Xiamen University, China, December 9. 

2023c
“The ‘Fulltime Children’ Phenomenon: The Premature Child of Neo-Familism and Its Social Implications.” Public lecture (online) at the Forum of Easten Asian Anthropology, Seoul National University and Shandong University, November 9. 

2023d
“Kinship of My Choice and the Existential Meaning of Family Life.” Public lecture at the School of Journalism, Shandong University, China, July 3. 

2023e
“The Ethical Challenges Facing Eldercare under Neo-Familism.” Public lecture at the School of Social Sciences, Xi’an Jiaotong University, China. June 5. 

2022. “Neo-Familism and the Common Good: Parent Advocacy for Social Inclusion in Urban China.” Public lecture at East Asian Studies Program, Stanford University, April 19. 

2021. “Rethinking the Discourse on Moral Change in Post-Mao China.” Public lecture at the School of Humanities, Southeastern University, Nanjing, China, November 24. 

2021. “The Triumph of Chinese Statism in Family Policy-making.” Public lecture at Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore, Singapore, March 24.


2019
“From Individualization to Neo-Familism.” Public lecture at the School of Public Administration, Sichuan University, China, December 23. 


2019
“The Rise of Neo-Familism in China.” Public lecture at Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, December 18. 
2018
“A Model of Doing Personhood in Chinese Culture.” Public lecture at School of Social Policy and Development, July 1, Renmin University, Beijing, China.

2017a
“The Rise of Neo-Familism in Contemporary Chinese Society,” public lecture at East Asian Program of Cornell University, September 25.  Ithaca, New York.  


2017b
“Unpacking the Changing Chinese Personhood,” public lecture at the Department of Education, University of Oslo, August 31, Oslo, Norway. 


2017c
“Remaking the Moral Self in the Era of Individualization.” Public lecture at School of Social Sciences, Qinghua University, June 11, Beijing, China.


2017d
“Individualization and Neo-Familism in Chinese Society.” Public lecture at School of Social Development, Fudan University, June 8, Shanghai, China. 

2016a
“Intergenerational Relatedness and Neo-Familism in Contemporary China.” Public lecture at Department of Anthropology, University of Edinburgh, UK, May 13. 

2016b
“The Positive Implications of Negative Reciprocity: New Development of Gift-Giving in a North China Village.” Public lecture at the Friday Seminar, Department of Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK, May 6. 


2015a
“The Art and Science in Ethnographic Research.” Public lecture at School of Social Policy and Development, Fudan University, China, April 2.

2015b
“Intergenerational Intimacy in Rural North China.” Public lecture at the Institute of World Ethnology, Central University of Nationalities, Beijing, June 28. 


2015c
“The Rise of Neo-Familism in China.” Public lecture at Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, August 20. 


2015d
“Unpacking Patient-Physician Mistrust.” Invited paper presented at the Harvard University Conference “Rebuilding Patient-Physician Trust in China,” Harvard-Shanghai Center, October 9. 


2015e
“Ethics and Politics of Patient-Physician Mistrust in Contemporary China.” Public lecture at Department of Sociology, Fudan University, China, October 11.

2015g
“The Redefinition of Filial Piety and the Rise of Intergenerational Intimacy in China.” Public lecture at California State University, San Bernadino, October 20.   


2014a-d. “The Individualization of Chinese Society: Four Lectures.” Four public lectures at Department of Sociology, Huanzhong Agricultural University, Wuhan, China, December 20-26. 


2014e 
“The Return of Parental Power in Chinese Society.” Seminar given at Department of Anthropology, London School of Economics, December 2.  

2014f
“Changing Moral Values in Post-Mao China.” Public lecture at the Vann Center for Ethics, Davidson College, April 8, North Carolina,

2014g
“Moral Transformation in Contemporary China.” Public lecture at School of Social Development, China Agricultural University, March 27, Beijing. 

2013a
“Moral Implications of Immorality.” Public lecture at Department of Anthropology, University of Virginia, April 4, Virginia. 

2013b
“The Return of Parental Power in Urban Chinese Families.” Invited paper at the Annual Conference on Asia in the 21st Century, Asia Center, Harvard University, May 2nd, Boston. 

2013c
“Parental Power and Divorce among Urban Chinese Youth.” Invited paper at the international conference on Asian Modernity, Seoul National University, May 30, Seoul, Korea. 

2013d
“Taiwanese Civility and Political Democracy,” Invited paper at the international conference “Implications of Taiwan for Mainland China,” Nottingham University, June 15, Nottingham, UK. 

2013e
“Reflections on Fieldwork Methods.” Invited lecture at the third annual workshop on fieldwork and ethnography, Central University of Minority Nationalities, July 6, Beijing.

2013f
“Individualization Theory and Family Study.” Public lecture at Department of Sociology, Fudan University, September 28, Shanghai, China. 

2013g
“Moral Implications of Immorality in Contemporary China.” Public lecture at Social Science Faculty, Hong Kong University, Nov. 7, Hong Kong. 

2013h
“Parental-driven Divorce among Urban Chinese Youth.” Public lecture at the Asian Studies Program, Kyoto University, Nov. 16, Kyoto, Japan. 
 

2012a
“Moralized Hierarchy and Social Egotism in a Networked Society: The Person and Social Structure in China.” Public lecture given Centre d’etudes sur la Chine Moderne et Contemporaine, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, May 3, Paris, France. 


2012b
“Immorality and Its Moral Implications.” Public lecture given at the Institute of Sinology, Leiden University, May 8, Leiden, Netherlands. 


2012c
“The Drive for Success and the Rise of the Striving Individual in China.” Public lecture given at Chinese Studies Institute, University of Geneva, May 10, Geneva, Switzerland.

2012d
 “The Individual and Individualization Process in Contemporary China.” Public lecture at Maurice Godelier Seminar of Anthropology, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, May 14, Paris, France.

2012e
 “Has Anomie Come to China?” public lecture at School of Social Development and Public Policies, Fudan University, October 9, China. 

2011a
“The Domestic and Global Impacts of Food Safety Problems in China,” paper presented at the 2011 APEC Symposium “Asia-Pacific Trade, Cultural Flows, and Social Dynamics,” University of Redlands, September 24, Redlands City, CA. 


2011b
“The Striving Individual in Contemporary Chinese Society,” public lecture given at the Department of Sociology, East China Normal University, June 28, Shanghai, China. 

2011c “How Far We Can Move Away from Durkheim? Reflections on the New Anthropology of Moralities.” Invited paper at the Symposium “Ethnographic Histories, Historical Ethnographies,” Harvard University, September 30, Boston. 

2010a “Individualization and the Changing Moral Landscape in China since the 1970s.” 

            Public lecture given at the China Center, University of Vancouver, April 9, Vancouver, Canada. 

2010b
“The Individual and the Moral Changes in Post-Mao China.” Talk given at the Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, Feb. 4, Cambridge, MA. 
Professional Service

Director, the Center for Chinese Studies, University of California, Los Angeles (2011-2019).

Co-director, the Center for Chinese Studies, University of California, Los Angeles (2005-2011).


Member, International advisory committee of the Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan (2010-present). 


President (2005-07) and elected councilor (2001-03), Society for East Asian Anthropology, American Anthropological Association.

Chair (2001-02) and elected member (1999-2002), China and Inner Asia Council of the Association for Asian Studies.

Member of Editorial Board, American Anthropologist, 2012-2018.

Member of Editorial Board, Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory, 2011-2019.
Member of International Advisory Committee, The Cultures and Globalization Series, by SAGE publications, 2005-present.


Member of Editorial Board, Modern China (by SAGE publications), 2006-present.


Member of Editorial Board, Rural Studies in China (Beijing), 2001-present.


Field Work Experience in China
2019
Four-week fieldwork in Shanghai and rural Heilongjiang.

2017
Four-week fieldwork in Shanghai and Beijing. 

2016
Two-week fieldwork in suburban Shanghai.
2015
Two-week fieldwork in Xiajia village, Heilongjiang Province. 


2013
Two-week fieldwork in Xiajia village, Heilongjiang Province. 

2012
Three-week Fieldwork in Shanghai and Beijing.

2011
Four-week fieldwork in Heilongjiang province and Shanghai. 
2009 One-month fieldwork on individualization, Shanghai.

2008 Two-month fieldwork on moral changes in Shanghai and Heilongjiang.

2006 Two-month fieldwork on moral changes in Ningbo and Beijing.

2005
One-month fieldwork on the rising individual in Ningbo and Beijing.

2003 Five-month field research on the social-cultural impacts of globalization, Beijing.

2001
One-month field survey on the globalization process in China, Beijing.

1999 Two-month fieldwork on family change in rural north China.

1998
Five-month fieldwork on economic reforms, consumer culture and family change in Heilongjiang Province and Beijing.

1997
Two-month fieldwork on family change in Heilongjiang province and Beijing.

1994
Three-month field research on family change and in Heilongjiang province and on McDonald’s in Beijing.

1991
Six-month fieldwork on gift-giving and social networks in Heilongjiang province.

1989 Five-month field research on rural reforms in provinces of Hebei, Heilongjiang, and Shandong.
9

