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Curriculum Vitae 
JESSICA R. CATTELINO 

Department of Anthropology 
University of California, Los Angeles 

341 Haines Hall Box 951553 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1553 

jesscatt@anthro.ucla.edu 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 

2023-present Professor, Department of American Indian Studies, University of California, Los Angeles 
(25%)  

2021-present Professor, Department of Anthropology, UCLA (75%) 
2010-present Faculty with 0% appointment, Department of Gender Studies, UCLA 
2010-2023 Faculty Affiliate, American Indian Studies Interdepartmental Program, UCLA 
2013-14 Visiting Associate Professor, American Studies Program, Yale University 
2008-2021 Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles 
2008-09 Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ 
2004-08   Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology and the College, University of Chicago   
2005-08 Faculty Affiliate, Center for Gender Studies, University of Chicago 
2007-08 Faculty Associate, Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory (3CT) 
2007-08 Faculty Affiliate, Center for the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture, University of Chicago 
2003-04 Weatherhead Fellow, School of American Research (SAR), Santa Fe, NM 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FACULTY GOVERNANCE LEADERSHIP 
2023-24 Immediate Past Chair, UCLA Academic Senate 
2022-23 Chair, UCLA Academic Senate 
2021-22 Vice Chair/Chair-Elect, UCLA Academic Senate 
2020-21, 2015-17Associate Director, Center for the Study of Women, UCLA 
2019-20 Special Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Initiatives in Coastlines and People (CoPe), 

UCLA 
2017-21 Senior Faculty Research Associate, Center for the Study of Women, UCLA 
2016-17 Chair, Graduate Council, UCLA Academic Senate (Vice President 2015-16); Member, 

Executive Board of the Academic Senate 
 
EDUCATION 
 

New York University 
Ph.D., 2004; M.Phil., September 2000; M.A., September 1998 

 

Dissertation: “High Stakes: Seminole Sovereignty in the Casino Era” (Supervisors: Karen Blu, Fred 
Myers, Faye Ginsburg, Andrew Ross, William Sturtevant; Thomas Abercrombie, reader) 

M.A. Thesis: “Citizenship, Spatiality, and Civilian Crime Prevention in Manhattan’s 9th Precinct” 
 

Cornell University 
A.B., summa cum laude and with Distinction in All Subjects, May 1996 

 

Major: The Anthropology of Narrative, Community, and Identity (College Scholar program) 
Concentration: Women’s Studies 

 Thesis: “What’s in a Story? Community, Identity, and Coming Out Narratives” 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS  
 

Barbra Streisand Fellowship on Truth in the Public Sphere, Barbra Streisand Center at the UCLA Center for 
the Study of Women for “The Truth About LA’s Indigenous Waters” (2022, $19,000), with co-PI 
Ananda Marin.  
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UCLA Grand Challenge on Sustainable Los Angeles seed grant for “LA’s Indigenous Waters” (2021, 
$25,000), with co-PIs Aradhna Tripati and Nicholas Shapiro. 

National Science Foundation RAISE grant for “Bringing Together Diverse Perspectives on Water” (2019, 
#1936715, $1,000,000), co-PI with Aradhna Tripati (PI) and Shannon Speed (co-PI)  

Institute for American Cultures, UCLA, grant for “Seminole Water and Everglades Restoration” (2019, 
$4,100) 

Committee on Instructional Improvement Programs, UCLA, major grant for “Meeting Dual GE and Major 
Goals: Revamping a Lower Division Course, in Community” (2019-20, $5,419) 

National Science Foundation Funded Senior Personnel on Florida Coastal Everglades Long-Term Ecological 
Research program grant #DEB-1237517 (2019, PI for $25,000 subaward) 

Dean’s Fund for Teaching Related to the 2016 Presidential Election, UCLA (2017, $1,000) 
Dean’s Faculty Opportunity Fund award for collaborative exhibition, UCLA (2016, $1,500) 
Wenner-Gren Foundation Innovations in Public Awareness of Anthropology Grant (2016, $19,504) 
UCLA Sustainable LA Grand Challenge Research Grant for “Gender and Everyday Water Use in Los 

Angeles Households” – PI for grant run through the Center for the Study of Women (2016-18, 
$146,700) 

Florida Humanities Council Major Grant for “Getting the Water Right,” a photographic and ethnographic 
exhibition. Florida-based grant-receiving organization is Artist in Residence in Everglades (AIRIE), 
and I am the scholar on the grant, with PI Adam Nadel, the photographer (2016-17, $15,000) 

UCLA Laboratory for Environmental Narrative Strategies (LENS) grant, $5,000 (2016-17) 
Faculty Research Grant, UCLA (2016-17, $8,081) 
Institute for American Cultures Grant, UCLA (2016-17, $5,000) 
Howard Foundation Fellowship (2015, $30,000) 
National Science Foundation research grant (#1122727, funded by the program in Law and Social Sciences, 

2011-13, $152,764) “Individual and Community Responses to Environmental Regulation” 
Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Post-Ph.D. Research Grant (#8293, 2011-12, 

$24,966 award revised to $17,557 after reconciliation with NSF) 
Faculty Research Grant, UCLA, for research on citizenship and territoriality in the Florida Everglades (2009-

10, $5000) 
Institute for Advanced Study Membership, Princeton, NJ (2008-09) for a project on “Citizenship and 

Territorialization in the Florida Everglades” 
Franke Institute for the Humanities Residential Faculty Fellowship, University of Chicago (2008-09, 

declined)  
Center for Gaming Research Residency Fellowship, University of Nevada, Las Vegas (2007) 
Center for Gender Studies grant for junior faculty course development, University of Chicago (2007) 
Social Sciences Divisional Research Grant, University of Chicago (2007) 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences Visiting Scholar Fellowship (2004, declined) 
School of American Research (SAR) Weatherhead Fellowship (2003) 
AAUW (American Association of University Women) American Dissertation Fellowship (2002) 
Woodrow Wilson Dissertation Grant in Women’s Studies (2001) 
Smithsonian Institution Predoctoral Fellowship (2001) 
American Philosophical Society Phillips Fund Grant for Native American Research (2001) 
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship (1996-2000) 
Kriser Fellowship in Urban Anthropology, New York University (2000) 
Annette B. Weiner Graduate Fellowship in Cultural Anthropology, New York University (1999) 
Summer Predoctoral Fellowship, Graduate School of Arts and Science, New York University (1999) 
 
AWARDS 
 

Presidential Service Award, Graduate Student Association, UCLA (2022) 
Research Excellence Award for Associate Professors, UCLA Institute of American Cultures and Center for 

the Study of Women (2017) 
Annette Kolodny Environmental Studies Prize, American Studies Association (awarded by the Environment 

and Culture Caucus to the best environmentally themed paper presented at the ASA annual meeting, 
for “Invasive Species and Flourishing in the Florida Everglades”) (2015) 
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Cultural Horizons Prize (best article in Cultural Anthropology during 2010, for “The Double Bind of 
American Indian Need-Based Sovereignty”), Society for Cultural Anthropology (2011) 

Delmos Jones and Jagna Sharff Memorial Book Prize (best book published in previous two years), Society 
for the Anthropology of North America (2010) 

Honorable Mention, Gregory Bateson Book Prize, Society for Cultural Anthropology (2009) 
Llewellyn John and Harriet Manchester Quantrell Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, 

University of Chicago (2008) 
Western History Assn. Arrell M. Gibson Award for year’s best essay on Native American history (2005) 
Banner Bearer/School Representative (outstanding graduating Ph.D. student), NYU Commencement (2004) 
Carrie Hunter Tate Award, National Association of Student Anthropologists (2003) 
Outstanding Anthropology Graduate Student Award, Dept. of Anthropology, New York University (2000) 
Phi Beta Kappa, Cornell University (1996) 
Cornell Tradition Fellow (for academic and public service excellence), Cornell University (1994-96) 
Telluride Scholar, Telluride House at Cornell University (1992-94) 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS 
University of California Women’s Initiative (2021) 
Faculty Leadership Academy, UCLA (2019-20) 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
  

Books 
n.d. Water Ties: An Everglades Ethnography. Reviewed and in final revisions for the Lewis Henry Morgan 

Lecture Series, Duke University Press. 
 
2008 High Stakes: Florida Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty.  Duke University Press. 

Reviewed in American Ethnologist, Current Anthropology, Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute, International Journal of Critical Indigenous Studies, Ethnohistory, the Political and Legal 
Anthropology Review (PoLAR), Contemporary Sociology, Western Historical Quarterly, Choice, 
ForeWord Magazine, Indian Country Today Gaming Magazine 
Awarded the Delmos Jones and Jagna Sharff Memorial Book Prize from the Society for the 
Anthropology of North America; Honorable Mention for the Gregory Bateson Book Prize, Society 
for Cultural Anthropology 

 
Articles and Chapters 
n.d. Cattelino, Jessica R., Kelsey Kim, Courtney Cecale, Megan Baker, PwintPhyu Nandar, Dalila Ozier, 

Virdiana Velez, Michael Kim. “Gender and Residential Water Use in Los Angeles.” In preparation for 
March submission to Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space. 

n.d. Cattelino, Jessica R. “Sovereign-ties in the Florida Everglades.” In Carroll, Clint and Hunt, Sarah, eds. 
Indigenous Political Ecology. Under review at the University of Minnesota Press. 

n.d.  Cattelino, Jessica R. “Beyond Which Human?” In preparation for spring 2025 submission to Current 
Anthropology. 

2023 Cattelino, Jessica R. “Sovereign Interdependencies.” In Deborah A. Thomas and Joseph Masco, eds., 
Sovereignty Unhinged: An Illustrated Primer for the Study of Present Intensities, Disavowals, and 
Temporal Derangements. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, pp. 139-161. 

2023 Cattelino, Jessica R. Comment on “What Tradition Affords: Articulations of Indigeneity in 
Contemporary Bushfire Management” by Timothy Neale. Current Anthropology 64(1):84-85. 

2022 Cattelino, Jessica R. and Audra Simpson. 2022. “Rethinking Indigeneity:  Scholarship at the 
Intersection of Native American Studies and Anthropology.” Annual Review of Anthropology 51:365-
381. 

2020 Cattelino, Jessica R. 2020. “Place at a Distance.” In “Flash Ethnography,” Carole McGranahan and 
Nomi Stone, editors, American Ethnologist website, 26 October, 
https://americanethnologist.org/features/collections/flash-ethnography/place-at-a-distance 

2019 Cattelino, Jessica, Georgina Drew, and Ruth Morgan. “Water Flourishing in the Anthropocene.” 
Cultural Studies Review 25(2):135-152.  

https://americanethnologist.org/features/collections/flash-ethnography/place-at-a-distance
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2019 Of Climate and Chilling Effects. Public Culture 31(2):215-234. 
2019 “From Green to Green: The Environmentalization of Agriculture.” Journal for the Anthropology of 

North America 22 (2): 135–38.  
2019 Rivera-Monroy, Victor H., Jessica Cattelino, Jeffrey R. Wozniak, Katrina Schwartz, Gregory B. Noe, 

Edward Castaneda-Moya, and Gregory R. Koch. 2019. The Life of P: A Biogeochemical and 
Sociopolitical Challenge in the Everglades. In The Coastal Everglades: The Dynamics of Social-
Ecological Transformation in the South Florida Landscape, edited by Daniel L Childers, Evelyn 
Gaiser, and Laura Ogden. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 99–128.  

2019 Stakeholders, Gender, and the Politics of Water. American Anthropologist (editor reviewed), January 
22. http://www.americananthropologist.org/2019/01/22/3032/ 

2018 From Locke to Slots: Money and the Politics of Indigeneity. Comparative Studies in Society and 
History 60(2):274-307. 

2018  Indian Gaming, Renewed Self-Governance, and Economic Strength. An interview by J. Kēhaulani 
Kauanui in Speaking of Indigenous Politics: Conversations with Activists, Scholars, and Tribal 
Leaders. J. Kēhaulani Kauanui, ed. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. Pp. 65-77.  

2017 Loving the Native: Invasive Species and the Cultural Politics of Flourishing. In Ursula Heise, Jon 
Christensen, and Michelle Niemann, eds. The Routledge Companion to the Environmental Humanities. 
London: Routledge, pp. 129-137.  

2015 North America: Sociocultural Aspects. In: James D. Wright (editor-in-chief), International 
Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2nd edition, Vol 17. Oxford: Elsevier. pp. 22–26.  

2011 “One Hamburger at a Time”: Revisiting the State-Society Divide with the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Hard Rock international: with CA comments by Thabo Mokgatlha and Kgosi Leruo Molotlegi. 
Current Anthropology 52(S3): S138-149. Supplementary issue: Corporate Lives: New Perspectives on 
the Social Life of the Corporate Form.  D.J. Partridge, M. Welker, and R. Hardin, eds. 

2011 Thoughts on the U.S. as a Settler Society (Plenary Remarks, 2010 SANA Conference).  North 
American Dialogue: Newsletter of the Society for the Anthropology of North America 14(1):1-6. 

2010 Anthropologies of the United States.  Annual Review of Anthropology 39:275-292. 
2010 The Double Bind of American Indian Need-Based Sovereignty.  Cultural Anthropology 25(2):235-62. 
 Awarded the Cultural Horizons Prize by the Society for Cultural Anthropology 
2010 Termination Redux?  Seminole Citizenship and Economy from Truman to Gaming.  In B. Hosmer, ed. 

Native Americans and the Legacy of Harry Truman.  Pp. 122-135. Kirksville, MO: Truman State 
University Press. 

2009 Fungibility: Florida Seminole Casino Dividends and the Fiscal Politics of Indigeneity.  American 
Anthropologist 111(2):190-200. 

2009 Florida Seminoles and the Cultural Politics of the Everglades.  Occasional Paper from the School of 
Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study.  May, Paper Number 36.  Available at 
http://www.sss.ias.edu/publications/occasional.php 

2008 Gaming.  In Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 2, Indians in Contemporary Society, Garrick 
A. Bailey, vol. ed., William C. Sturtevant, general editor. Pp. 148-156.  Washington: Smithsonian 
Institution. 

2007 Florida Seminole Gaming and Local Sovereign Interdependency.  In D. Cobb and L. Fowler, eds. 
Beyond Red Power: Rethinking Twentieth-Century American Indian Politics.  Pp. 262-79.  Santa Fe, 
NM: SAR Press. 

2006 Florida Seminole Housing and the Social Meanings of Sovereignty.  Comparative Studies in Society 
and History 48(3):699-726.  

2005 Tribal Gaming and Indigenous Sovereignty, with Notes from Seminole Country.  American Studies 
(Special issue on Indigenous People of the United States) 46:(3/4): 187-204; co-published in 
Indigenous Studies Today 1 (Fall 2005/Spring 2006). 

2004  Casino Roots: The Cultural Production of Twentieth-Century Seminole Economic Development. In 
Hosmer, B. and O’Neill, C., eds. Native Pathways: Economic Development and American Indian 
Culture in the Twentieth Century.  Pp. 66-90. Boulder: University of Colorado Press.  

Winner of the Western History Association Arrell M. Gibson Award and reviewed in the Journal of 
American Ethnic History 25(1), 2005. 

http://www.americananthropologist.org/2019/01/22/3032/
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2004 (with William Sturtevant) Florida Seminole and Miccosukee.  In Handbook of North American Indians, 
vol. 14, Southeast, Raymond D. Fogelson, vol. ed., William C. Sturtevant, general editor. Pp. 429-449.  
Washington: Smithsonian Institution.  

2004  The Difference that Citizenship Makes: Civilian Crime Prevention on the Lower East Side. PoLAR 
(Political and Legal Anthropology Review) 27(1):114-137. 

 
Published Lecture 
2015 The Cultural Politics of Water in the Everglades and Beyond. 2015 Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture, 

University of Rochester.  Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory 5(3):235-50 (video also available) 
 
Comments 
2018 Comments in "Sovereignty: Interview with the Authors." Curated Collections, Cultural Anthropology 

website, March 26, https://culanth.org/curated_collections/22-sovereignty/discussions/28-sovereignty-
interview-with-the-authors 

2016 Comment on The Nature of Sovereignty in the Anthropocene: Hydroelectric Lessons of Struggle, 
Otherness, and Economics from Paraguay by Christine Folch. Current Anthropology 57(5):576-78. 

 
Book Reviews 
2020 Review of Power in the Telling: Grand Ronde, Warm Springs, and Intertribal Relations in the Casino 

Era, by Brook Colley. NAIS: Native American and Indigenous Studies 7(2):190-91. 
2016 Review of Thatched Roofs and Open Sides: The Architecture of Chickees and Their Changing Role in 

Seminole Society, by Carrie Dilley. The Florida Historical Quarterly 95(1):100-113. 
2014 Review of Yuchi Indian Histories Before the Removal Era, edited by Jason Baird Jackson. Journal of 

Anthropological Research 70(2):318-20. 
2013 Review forum essay on Economies of Abandonment: Social Belonging and Endurance in Late 

Liberalism by Elizabeth A. Povinelli. Interventions 15(3):438-41. 
2012 Review of Recognition Odysseys: Indigeneity, Race, and Federal Tribal Recognition Policy in Three 

Louisiana Indian Communities by Brian Klopotek. Ethnohistory 59(3):654-6. 
2012 Review of First Nations Gaming in Canada, edited by Yale D. Belanger. The Western Historical 

Quarterly 43(1):82-3. 
2010 Review of The Rediscovered Self: Indigenous Identity and Cultural Justice by Ronald Niezen, 

American Anthropologist 112(2):334-5.   
2008 Review of The Social Life of Money in the English Past by Deborah Valenze.  Comparative Studies in 

Society and History 50(1):327-8. 
2008 Review of Sovereignty Matters: Locations of Contestation and Possibility in Indigenous Struggles for 

Self-Determination edited by Joanne Barker and Taking Charge: Native American Self-Determination 
and Federal Indian Policy, 1975–1993 by George Pierre Castile.  Ethnohistory 55(1):166-168. 

2006 Review of Materiality, edited by Daniel Miller.  Museum Anthropology 29(2):171-173. 
2006 Review of Putting a Song on Top of It: Expression and Identity on the San Carlos Apache Reservation 

by David W. Samuels.  Western Historical Quarterly 37(3):376-377. 
1999 Review of Exotics at Home: Anthropologies, Others, American Modernity by Micaela di Leonardo. 

Xcp: Cross-Cultural Poetics 5:137-140. 
 
Blog, Magazine, Professional Association, and Popular Writing 
2019 Participant/interviewee: “’Pervasive, yet Fractured’: A Roundtable on Centering Indigenous Critiques 

and Teaching Settler Colonialism.” Edited by Sonia Grant, with Clint Carroll, Jean Dennison, and 
Anne Spice. Cultural Anthropology Teaching Tools. https://culanth.org/fieldsights/pervasive-yet-
fractured-centering-indigenous-critiques-a-roundtable-on-teaching-settler-colonialism 

2016 Jessica R. Cattelino and Adam Nadel. Getting the Water Right: The Cultural Politics of Water in the 
Everglades. Lens Magazine. October 6. https://lensmagazine.org/getting-the-water-right-
5620fee55f11#.ckg64ccnp. (Wrote Editor’s Note and most of caption text.) 

2015 Valuing Nature. Fieldsights - Theorizing the Contemporary, Cultural Anthropology Online, March 30, 
2015, http://culanth.org/fieldsights/654-valuing-nature 

https://culanth.org/curated_collections/22-sovereignty/discussions/28-sovereignty-interview-with-the-authors
https://culanth.org/curated_collections/22-sovereignty/discussions/28-sovereignty-interview-with-the-authors
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/pervasive-yet-fractured-centering-indigenous-critiques-a-roundtable-on-teaching-settler-colonialism
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/pervasive-yet-fractured-centering-indigenous-critiques-a-roundtable-on-teaching-settler-colonialism
https://lensmagazine.org/getting-the-water-right-5620fee55f11#.ckg64ccnp
https://lensmagazine.org/getting-the-water-right-5620fee55f11#.ckg64ccnp
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/654-valuing-nature
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2013 Settler Colonial Nature in the Everglades. Blog entry for the Engagement Blog of the Anthropology 
and Environment Society of the American Anthropological Association. February. 
http://www.aaanet.org/sections/ae/index.php/settler-colonial-nature-in-the-everglades/ 

2010 Citizenship and Nation in the Everglades.  Anthropology News. January: 11, 13. 
2007 Wealth Enables Seminoles to Live Life on Their Own Terms.  FORUM: The Magazine of the Florida 

Humanities Council.  Spring: 38-41. 
Several articles for The Seminole Tribune. 
 
EXHIBITION 
2014-17 Collaborator and Contributing Scholar on “Getting the Water Right,” a multi-format photographic 

and ethnographic exhibition about the cultural politics of nature in the Florida Everglades. 
Photographer and Curator: Adam Nadel. Provided much of underlying themes; wrote much of text 
panels, captions, press release; collaborated on scholarship underlying the data visualizations; 
produced much of the audio for accompanying website thewaterright.com, and participated in aspects 
of curation and field research. Traveling version at 2016 LENS Conference at UCLA, Gallery version 
at Yale University Peabody Museum (2014) and Southeast Museum of Anthropology (2016-17); 
multimedia installation throughout the Everglades National Park (2017).  

 
CONFERENCES AND INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 

Conferences Organized and Hosted 
2016 Racialized State Violence in Global Perspective. International conference co-organized with Hannah 

Appel, Norma Mendoza-Denton, and Jemima Pierre, UCLA. 
2008 Conditions of Settler Colonialism.  International symposium funded by and held at the University of 

Chicago.  April 25-26, 2008. 
 
Conference Panels Organized 
2021 (co-organized and co-chaired with Joanne Barker) “Economy and Land: A Roundtable on Teaching, 

Research, and Current Debates.” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, via Zoom.  
2019 “Beyond the Human? Working the Intersections of NAIS, Political Ecology, and Posthumanism” (co-

organized with Clint Carroll and Dana Powell). Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, 
Hamilton, Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

2018  “Gender Politics: Engaging the Legacy of Sherry Ortner” (co-organized with Akhil Gupta). American 
Anthropological Association, San Jose, CA. 

2018  “Revisioning American Capitalism through a Cosmopolitan Lens: Engaging the Legacy of Sherry 
Ortner” (co-organized with Akhil Gupta). American Anthropological Association, San Jose, CA. 

2016 “Generation and Genealogy: A GENS Collective Conversation about Generating Capitalism” (co-
organized with Eleana Kim). American Anthropological Association, Minneapolis, MN. 

2015 “The Work, Time, and Territory of Interruption: Conversations with Audra Simpson’s Mohawk 
Interruptus.” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, Washington, DC. 

2014 “Unsettling Nature.” American Studies Association, Los Angeles, CA. 
2014 “Unsettling Nature.” (Co-organized with Clint Carroll.) Native American and Indigenous Studies 

Association, Washington, DC. 
2014 “The Politics of Necessity: Livelihood and Ways of Life.” (Co-organized with Alex Blanchette.) 

Society for Cultural Anthropology Biannual Meeting, Detroit, MI. 
2006 “Money and Value.”  Society for Cultural Anthropology Biannual Meeting, Milwaukee, WI. 
2005 “Conditions of Indigeneity.”  Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 

Washington, DC.   
2005 “Race, Place, and Recognition: Papers in Honor of Karen Blu.”  Annual Meeting of the Society for 

Ethnohistory.  Santa Fe, NM. 
2003  “Indigenous Sovereignty and Citizenship: Thinking Ethnographically Along the Boundaries of 

Indigenous Nationhood and the Law.”  Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, 
Pittsburgh, PA, co-chaired with Audra Simpson. 

 

http://www.aaanet.org/sections/ae/index.php/settler-colonial-nature-in-the-everglades/
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Conference Papers and Comments 
2023 Keynote address: “Sovereign-Ties: Seminole Water Governance and the Everglades.” International 

conference on Writing the First Peoples of the Americas: Quebec, Florida, Amazonia, the Caribbean. 
Florida State University, Winthrop-King Institute. 

2022 Roundtable: Climate Vulnerabilities. American Anthropological Association, Seattle, Washington 
2021 Roundtable: Economy and Land. Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, via Zoom. 
2020 Roundtable: “Intersectional Ecologies: Reimagining Anthropology and Environment.” American 

Anthropological Association, via Zoom. 
2019 “Plankton-rich Streams”: Zora Neale Hurston and the Ethnography of Water’s Force.” American 

Anthropological Association, Vancouver, British Columbia. 
2019 Discussant, “Environmental Repair.” American Anthropological Association, Vancouver, British 

Columbia. 
2019 Discussant/chair, Rappaport Student Prize panel, Society for Environmental Anthropology, American 

Anthropological Association, Vancouver, British Columbia. 
2019 “Post Which Human?” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, Hamilton, 

Aotearoa/New Zealand. 
2018  “Beyond Which Human? Feminism in These Anthropological Times.” American Anthropological 

Association, San Jose, CA. (Panel on the legacy of Sherry Ortner) 
2018  Discussant, “Boring Stuff? Mundane Matters in an Age of Liveliness.” American Anthropological 

Association, San Jose, CA. 
2018 “Hindcasting the Settler State.” 4S (Society for the Social Study of Science) Conference, Sydney, 

Australia. 
2017 “America’s Sweetest Town: On Corporation, Nature, and State.” American Anthropological 

Association, Washington, DC. 
2017 Discussant, “How Nature Works.” American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC. 
2017 “Rethinking Land and Labor.” A Conference on Race, Indigeneity, and Settler Colonialism, in honor 

of the work of the late Patrick Wolfe. UCLA 
2016 “’No such thing as money was any where known’: Money and the Politics of Indigeneity.” Native 

American and Indigenous Studies Association, Honolulu, Hawai’i.  
2016 Roundtable presentation synthetizing the contributions of feminist economic anthropology to analysis 

of the present (immediate-post-election) moment. American Anthropological Association, 
Minneapolis, MN. 

2016 “Getting the Water Right: An Exhibition.” Earth Now/Earth 2020 Conference, Institute of the 
Environment and Sustainability, UCLA 

2016 Discussant, “States of Entanglement: Embodying Toxic Futures under Colonial and Settler Colonial 
Regimes.” American Anthropological Association, Minneapolis, MN. 

2015 “Sovereign Flourishing in Tight Spots.” Annual meeting of the Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Association, Washington DC. 

2014 “Valuing Nature.” Executive session on Generating Capitalism: Diverse Livelihoods and Productive 
powers. Annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC. 

2014 Roundtable participant: Opening Access, Being Publisher: A Discussion about Anthropology, 
Epistemic Ethics, and Post-Profit Publishing. Annual meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Washington, DC. 

2014 “Invasive Species and Flourishing in the Florida Everglades.” Annual meeting of the American Studies 
Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

2014 “The Cultural Politics of Invasive Species in the Florida Everglades.” Annual meeting of the Native 
American and Indigenous Studies Association, Austin, TX. 

2014 “Ecological and Economic Necessity in the River of Grass.” Biannual conference of the Society for 
Cultural Anthropology, Detroit, MI. 

2013 “The Airborne Politics of Interdependency: Of Ash and Bagasse, Migratory Birds, and Hurricane-
Traveled Critters in the Florida Everglades.” Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Chicago, IL. 

2013 “Ecosystems Services Valuation and the Measurement of Nature’s Value.” Conference on Global 
Ecologies: Nature/Narrative/Neoliberalism. UCLA. 
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2012 Discussant, panel on “Love, Belonging, and Fluid Borders,” American Anthropological Association, 
San Francisco, CA 

2011  Discussant and chair, panel on “Settler colonialism,” Native American and Indigenous Studies 
Association, Sacramento, CA 

2011 Chair and commentator, plenary panel on “Settler Colonialism and Racial Management,” Critical Race 
Studies Annual Symposium on “Race and Sovereignty,” UCLA School of Law. 

2010 “Sovereignty and Interdependency.”  Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
New Orleans, LA. 

2010 Plenary address on “Settler Society and a Settling Society.” Society for the Anthropology of North 
America and Association of Black Anthropologists conference, Denver, CO.  

2010 “From Reclamation to Restoration in the Florida Everglades.”  Symposium on The Governance of the 
Prior, Columbia University, New York, NY. 

2009 “Citizenship and Territorialization in the Florida Everglades.”  Annual Meeting of the Native 
American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA), Minneapolis, MN. 

2009 “‘One Hamburger at a Time’: The Florida Seminole Acquisition of Hard Rock International.” Annual 
Meeting of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA), Minneapolis, MN. 

2008 Roundtable participant: “Indian Gaming and Casinos in America: A Twenty Year Anthropological 
Retrospective on the Impact of the 1988 Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.” Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

2008 “High Prices and Strange Currencies: Economic Logics of Settler Colonialism.”  Symposium on 
Conditions of Settler Colonialism, University of Chicago. 

2007 “The Economic Logics of Termination in Seminole Country, 1953 and 2007.”  Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC. 

2007 Discussant, author-meets-readers panel on Colleen O’Neill’s Working the Navajo Way.   Annual 
Meeting of the Social Science History Association, Chicago, IL. 

2007 Chair/discussant: “History and Memory I.”  Conference on “What's Next for Native American  
and Indigenous Studies?” University of Oklahoma. 

2007 Discussant: “Tensions of Democracy I: The Uneven Relevance of Legality.” Conference on 
“Communicating Legitimacy: Putting Democratic Practice and Representation in Context,” University 
of Chicago. 

2006 “Money, Risk, and Commensurability in the Anthropology of Native North America.” Presidential 
invited session at the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Jose, CA. 

2006 Discussant for the panel “(Re) Historicizing the Human Landscape: Intersections of 
Space/Race/Place/Memory.”  Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Jose, 
CA. 

2006 “The Politics of Fungibility: Florida Seminole Casinos and the Indigenous Valuation of Money.”  
Society for Cultural Anthropology Biannual Meeting, Milwaukee, WI. 

2006 Commentator for panel “Theoretical and Methodological Issues,” Colloquium on Indians, Labor, and 
Capitalist Culture, Newberry Library. 

2005 “Sovereignty, Interdependency, Settler Coloniality: Florida Seminole Casinos and the Politics of 
Indigenous Economy.”  Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, 
DC. 

2005 “Florida Seminole Veterans and Overlapping Citizenship.”  Annual Meeting of the Society for 
Ethnohistory, Santa Fe, NM. 

2005 Panel discussant and chair: “Liberalization, Gambling, Governing: Research from Zones of Shifting 
Governance.” Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Las Vegas, NV. 

2005  “Seminole Gaming, Housing, and the Social Meaning of Self-Determination.”  Annual Meeting of the 
Organization of American Historians, San Francisco, CA. 

2004  “Relational Sovereignty and Florida Seminole Casinos:  Toward a Theory of Sovereignty as 
Interdependency.”  Society for Cultural Anthropology Biannual Meeting on “Sovereignty,” Portland, 
Oregon. 

2003  “Sovereignty as Interdependency: Florida Seminole Casinos, Law, and the Politics of Market 
Integration.” Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Pittsburgh, PA. 
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2002 “Legacies: William Sturtevant, Florida Seminole Research, and Cultural Production.” Annual Meeting 
of the American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, LA. 

2001 “Making and Breaking the Ties that Bind: Seminole Tribal Sovereignty in the Gaming Era.” Joint 
Annual Meetings of The American Ethnological Society, The Canadian Anthropology Society, and the 
Society for Cultural Anthropology, Montreal, Quebec. 

2000 “Seminole Sovereignty as Cultural Production: Indian Gaming in the Sunshine State.” Annual Meeting 
of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

1998  “Citizenship, Locality and Civilian Crime Prevention in Manhattan’s 9th Precinct.” Annual Meeting of 
the American Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Invited Lectures, Symposium Presentations, and Workshop Presentations 
2024 “Beyond Which Human?” Presented in Culture, Power, and Social Change, Department of 

Anthropology, UCLA. 
2022 “Water Ties: Sovereignty and Environment in the Everglades and Beyond.” Presented at the 

Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology at the Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany. 
2022 “Water Ties as Political Methodology in the Everglades and Beyond.” Presented at the Research 

Center for Group Dynamics and Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan. 
2021 “Water Ties: An Everglades Ethnography.” Presented at the Department of Anthropology, University 

of Chicago. 
2021 ““Water Ties: An Everglades Ethnography.” Presented at the series Culture, Power, and Social Change 

in the UCLA Department of Anthropology. 
2020 “Water Ties: An Everglades Ethnography.” Presented at the Department of Anthropology, University 

of California, Berkeley. 
2020 “’Plankton-Rich Streams’: Migration, Water, Labor” Presented for the symposium 

Native/Immigrant/Refugee: Movements Across Contested Grounds at the Center for Race and Gender, 
UC Berkeley; available online and presented in ESPM 163AC w/Prof. Michael Mascarenhas. 

2019 “Passions for Interests: Water and Rural Political Belonging.” Presented at the Fluid Ecologies 
Conference, Stanford University. 

2019 “Watershed: Rural Political Belonging and Ecosystem Restoration in the Contemporary United 
States.” Tod Spieker Colloquium Series, Department of Geography, UCLA 

2018  “Passions for Interests: Water and Rural Political Belonging in America.” International Colloquium on 
The United States as an Ethnographic Field. French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) 
and EHESS (School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences), Paris, France. 

2018 “Economy and Relationality: High-Stakes Indigenous Government Gaming at (Almost) 40.” 
University of Melbourne (Australia) Indigenous Settler Relations Collaboration. 

2018 “Post Which Human? Feminism in These Anthropological Times.” Elaine Combs-Schilling Lecture, 
Columbia University’s Institute for Research on Women, Gender, and Sexuality. 

2018 “Passions for Interests: Water and Rural Political Belonging in America.” New York Academy of 
Sciences. 

2018 “High Stakes Gaming at (Nearly) 40: Research Provocations.” Harvard Project on American Indian 
Economic Development, Harvard University (Spring), and Native Nations Institute, Tucson, AZ (Fall). 

2018 “High-stakes Gaming at (Nearly) 40: State of the Field.” University of Virginia American Indian 
Studies Symposium. 

2018 “Post Which Human? Feminism in These Anthropological Times.” University of California, Davis, 
Department of Anthropology. 

2017 “Of Climate and Chilling Effects.” Symposium presentation at “Interrogating the Histories and Futures 
of ‘Diversity’: Transnational Perspectives.” University of Michigan Department of Anthropology. 

2016 Exhibition opening lecture for “Getting the Water Right: The Culture and Politics of Water in the 
Everglades,” Southeast Museum of Photography, Daytona, Florida. 

2016 “Sovereignty, Settler Colonialism, Territoriality and Resistance: A Conversation.” Co-presented with 
Audra Simpson in the Mellon Sawyer Seminar in Comparative Global Humanities at Tufts University. 

2015 “The Cultural Politics of Water in the Everglades and Beyond.” The 2015 Lewis Henry Morgan 
Lecture, University of Rochester. Video and transcript available at 
http://haujournal.org/haunet/cattelino.php  

http://haujournal.org/haunet/cattelino.php
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2015 “The Cultural Politics of Water in the Everglades and Beyond.” Department of Anthropology, 
University of California, Irvine. 

2015  “Unsettling Nature: An Everglades Ethnography.” Working Group on Culture, Power, and Social 
Change, UCLA. 

2014 “On Loving the Native: Invasive Species and the Cultural Politics of Nature.” Sawyer Seminar on the 
Environmental Humanities, UCLA. 

2014 “Unsettling Nature: An Everglades Ethnography.” Department of Anthropology, University of 
California, Santa Cruz. 

2014 “Unsettling Nature in the Florida Everglades.” Program in American Studies, Yale University. 
2014 “Unsettling Everglades: Toward an Anthropology of Flourishing. Department of Anthropology, Tufts 

University. 
2014 Discussant for Workshop on Ethnocultural Diversity, Religious Freedom and Forms of Claims-

Making, Center for American Political Studies, Harvard University. 
2014 “Unsettling Nature in the Florida Everglades.” The Ben Lillienthal Lecture, Amherst College 

Anthropology Department. 
2014 “The Airborne Politics of Interdependency: Of Ash and Bagasse, Migratory Birds, and Hurricane-

Traveled Critters in the Florida Everglades.” Presented in the workshop on Ethnography and Social 
Theory, Yale University Department of Anthropology. 

2014 “Unsettling Nature in the Florida Everglades.” Presented in the Department of Anthropology, New 
York University. 

2014 “The Cultural Politics of Nature in the Florida Everglades.” Presented in the Department of 
Anthropology, Brown University. 

2013 “Unsettling Nature: Invasive Species in the Everglades.” Presented in the Agrarian Studies Colloquium 
Series, Yale University. 

2013 “’No such thing as money was any where known’: Money and the Politics of Indigeneity.” Presented 
to the Yale Group for the Study of Native America (YGSNA), Yale University (also presented to the 
faculty of the Amherst College Anthropology Department, 2014). 

2013 “Unsettling Nature in the Everglades.” Presented to the Department of Anthropology, University of 
Minnesota 

2013 “’Getting the Water Right’: Valuation in the Florida Everglades.” Presented to the Center for the Study 
of Law and Society, University of California, Berkeley. 

2011 “Unsettling Nature and ‘Getting the Water Right’ in the Florida Everglades.  Presented to the 
Department of Anthropology, University of California, San Diego. 

2010 “Settler Nature and ‘Getting the Water Right’ in the Florida Everglades.”  Presented in the Department 
of Anthropology, University of Michigan. 

2010 “‘Getting the Water Right’ in the Florida Everglades.”  Presented in the Workshop on U.S. Locations, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 

2010 “High Stakes: Florida Seminole Gaming and Sovereignty.”  Presented at a brownbag luncheon and 
lecture at the Indigenous Nations Library Program, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM. 

2010 “Unsettling the Anthropology of the U.S.” Presented in the Department of Anthropology, CUNY 
Graduate Center, New York, NY. 

2010 “Seminole Hard Rock and the Cultural Politics of the State-Society Divide.”  Presented in the 
Department of Ethnic Studies, University of California—Berkeley, CA.  

2010 “Seminole Territoriality and ‘Getting the Water Right’ in the Florida Everglades.”  Presented in the 
Department of Anthropology, Duke University, Durham, NC. 

2009 “Florida Seminoles and the Cultural Politics of the Everglades.”  Presented in the School of Social 
Sciences, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ. 

2009 “Fungibility: Florida Seminole Casino Dividends and the Fiscal Politics of Indigeneity.”  Presented at 
the Economic Sociology Workshop, Princeton University. 

2008 “‘No such thing as money was any where known’: Preliminary Notes on Enlightenment Money and 
the Politics of Indigeneity.”  Workshop on “Red Cents in Indian Country: Native Claims to Things.”  
Sponsored by the University of California-Irvine.  Borrego Springs, CA. 
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2008 “‘One Hamburger at a Time’: Revisiting the State-Society Divide with the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Hard Rock International.”  Presented in the D’Arcy McNickle Center Seminar in American Indian 
Studies, The Newberry Library, Chicago, IL. 

2008 “’One Hamburger at a Time’: Revisiting the State-Society Divide with the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Hard Rock International.”  Presented at the Department of Anthropology, Princeton University. 

2008 “Thinking Anthropologically about the U.S.” Presented at the After Hours Conversation series, 
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ. 

2008  “‘One Hamburger at a Time’: Seminole Hard Rock and the Fiscal Forms of Tribal Citizenship.” 
Presented at the joint Wenner-Gren Foundation and School for Advanced Research symposium on 
“Corporate Lives: New Perspectives on the Social Life of the Corporate Form,” Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. 

2008 “Fungibility: Florida Seminole Casino Dividends and the Fiscal Politics of Indigeneity.” Boas 
Seminar, Columbia University Department of Anthropology. 

2007 “Seminole Gaming.” Florida Center for Teachers (Florida Humanities Council) summer seminar Meet 
the Indians: Florida’s Seminole and Miccosukee People.  Brighton Seminole Reservation.  Presented 
to forty selected Florida teachers. 

2007 “Racial Economies: The Social Meanings of Florida Seminole Casino Wealth.” Presented to the 
Advanced Critical Race Theory Seminar Workshop, UCLA School of Law. 

2007 “Fungibility: Florida Seminole Casino Dividends and the Monetary Politics of Indigeneity.”  Presented 
at the Workshop on United States Locations, University of Chicago. 

2006  “High Stakes: Florida Seminole Casinos, Money, and the Everyday Practice of Sovereignty.”  
Presented at the Department of Anthropology, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

2006 “Raising the Stakes: Florida Seminole Casinos, Indigenous Sovereignty, and the Social Meanings of 
Money.”  All-college lecture at Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY. 

2006 “Florida Seminole Gaming, Money, and the Cultural Politics of Sovereignty.” Presented to the 
American Indian Studies Program, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA. 

2006 “Seminole Citizenship From Termination to Casinos.”  Presented at the Harry S. Truman Legacy 
Symposium on “Native Americans and American Indian Affairs during the Truman Presidency,” Key 
West, Florida. 

2006 “The High Stakes of Florida Seminole Sovereignty in the Casino Era.”  Presented in the Brownbag 
Series of the D'Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian History, Newberry Library, Chicago. 

2006 “The Miss Seminole Pageant and Indigenous Overlapping Citizenship in the Casino Era.” Presented in 
the Gender Studies brownbag series, University of Chicago. 

2006 “Betting on the House: Seminole Citizenship in the Casino Era.”  Presented at the Native American 
Students Association brownbag series, University of Chicago. 

2006 “Fungibility: Florida Seminole Tribal Casinos, Social  Reproduction, and the Politics of Money.” 
Presented at the Money, Markets, and Consumption Workshop, University of Chicago. 

2005  “High Stakes: Florida Seminole Casinos, Sovereignty, and the Social Meanings of Money.”  Presented 
the Department of Anthropology colloquium, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. 

2005 “Florida Seminole Casinos and Sovereign Interdependency.”  Presented at the University of Chicago 
Comparative Colonialisms Workshop. 

2005  “Casinos, Housing, and the Social Meanings of Seminole Sovereignty.”  Presented at the UCLA 
Cultures of Capitalism Working Group, Los Angeles, CA. 

2004  “High Stakes: Seminole Gaming, Tribal Sovereignty, and the Social Meanings of Casino Wealth.”  
Presented at the University of New Mexico, Department of Anthropology Midday Series. 

2004  “Seminole Gaming and the Politics of Culture.”  Presented at the Colloquium Series of the School of 
American Research, Santa Fe, NM. 

2004 “High Stakes: Seminole Gaming, Tribal Sovereignty, and the Social Meanings of Casino Wealth.” 
Presented in the anthropology departments of Scripps College, Ball State University, University of 
Minnesota, and University of Chicago. 

2004  “The High Stakes of Seminole Gaming.”  Presented at the Santa Fe Chapter of the American 
Association of University Women. 

2003  “The New Buffalo? Gaming in Seminole Country.”  Presented at the Colloquium Series of the School 
of American Research, Santa Fe, NM. 
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2003  “Casino Roots: Twentieth-Century Seminole Economic Development.” Presented at the Symposium 
on the Economic Diversification of Gaming Revenues by American Indian Nations, Harvard Project 
on American Indian Economic Development, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. 

 

Invited Participation 
2021 Featured guest, Conversations in Anthropology podcast, Episode #47.  
2018 Faculty, Anthropocene Campus Melbourne. Lead faculty of 5.5 hours of three-person co-led 

workshops on water for colleagues and PhD students.  
2008 Executive Forum on Per Capita Distributions of Tribal Revenues, University of Arizona.  Sponsored 

by the National Congress of American Indians Policy Research Center and the Native Nations 
Institute. 

 
Author Talks and Other Presentations to Non-academic Audiences 
2018 Panel participation in the UCLA Office for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion’s CrossCheck Live: “From 

Federal Law to UCLA’s Codes of Conduct: How Sexual Harassment is Regulated”.   
2017, 2019 Presentation of research from Gender and Everyday Household Water Use, Symposia of the 

Grand Challenge on Sustainable Las Angeles, UCLA 
2017 “AIRIE x PAMM: Getting the Water Right.” Panel discussion focused on collaborative photographic 

and ethnographic exhibition with Adam Nadel. Also with the Superintendent of the Everglades 
National Park and others. Pérez Art Museum Miami. April 29. 

2017 “Getting the Water Right: A Dialogue on Culture, Politics, and Water in the Everglades.” Panel 
discussion focused on collaborative photographic exhibition with Adam Nadel. Featuring several 
ethnographic research participants/experts. Vizcaya Garage. Co-sponsored by the Vizcaya Museum & 
Gardens, the Florida Humanities Council, and the FIU Ecohumanities for Cities in Crisis Project. 
Funded in part through the Humanities in the Public Square Initiative of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. 

2015 Lecture on water and the Everglades to a Florida Humanities Council workshop in Clewiston, FL. 
2012 “Journey Stories” keynote address at the opening of the Smithsonian Institution’s exhibit at the 

Clewiston Museum, Clewiston, FL 
2012 “Water: Why Culture Matters.” Lecture presented to Florida teachers in the Florida Humanities 

Council workshop on Earth Ethics: Florida Perspectives. Corkscrew Swamp Audubon Sanctuary, 
Naples, FL 

2012 Panelist on the public forum “Environmental Humanities Meets Public Policy.” Held as part of the 
Florida Humanities Council workshop on Earth Ethics: Florida Perspectives, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, Fort Myers. 

2012 Featured speaker, “Seminole Heritage Days,” Clewiston Museum, Clewiston, FL 
2012 “From Sawgrass to Sugarcane: Cultural Stories of the Everglades.” Featured speaker, Gogebic 

Community College Federation annual luncheon, Bradenton, FL 
2012 Launch of the “Big Read” 2012 program at the Clewiston Library, Clewiston, FL 
2011 Talk for the NOMAD adult education symposium, in conjunction with the NOMAD TWO WORLDS 

exhibit, Pier 59 Studios West, Santa Monica, CA 
2010 Gogebic County Community College, Ironwood, MI (my hometown institution) 
2009 Seminole Tribal Fair, Seminole Tribe of Florida 
 
COURSES TAUGHT (UCLA) 
Anthropology 3: Culture and Society (introduction to cultural anthropology, 210-400 students) 
American Indian Studies M200C: Contemporary Issues (on Indigenous Waters) (graduate seminar) 
Anthropology 284P: Methods & Data Analysis (graduate seminar) 
Anthropology 19, Sem 5: #NoDAPL and the Cultural Politics of Water (1-credit freshman seminar) 
Anthropology 157/Gender Studies 185: Sex and Money (undergraduate course, 85 students) 
Anthropology 203c: Core Seminar in Sociocultural Anthropology (graduate seminar) 
Anthropology 249, Sem 2: Water (graduate seminar) 
Anthropology 297(8): The Cultural Politics of Nature (graduate seminar) 
Multiple directed graduate reading courses including on the anthropology of the U.S.; economic 

anthropology; materiality; citizenship; the cultural politics of water; race and indigeneity; food 
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sovereignty and food justice; and undergraduate reading courses on feminist theory and environmental 
anthropology 

 
COURSE TAUGHT (YALE) 
Settler Colonialism and Indigenous Peoples (junior seminar, 16 students) 
 
COURSES TAUGHT (UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO) 
Power, Identity, Resistance (undergraduate core course in the Social Sciences) 
Conditions of Indigeneity (graduate and advanced undergraduate seminar) 
Sovereignty, Citizenship, Nation (graduate seminar) 
Money and Value (graduate seminar) 
Native Peoples of North America (undergraduate/graduate, co-taught with Raymond Fogelson) 
Economies of Sex and Gender (undergraduate/graduate lecture course) 
Anthropological Methods (graduate seminar) 
Locating the Anthropology of the U.S. (graduate seminar)  
Directed graduate reading courses: the nation-state; gender & sexuality; tribal sovereignty; cultures of 
capitalism; and American Indian anthropology 
 
RELATED EMPLOYMENT 
 

1999-2000 Project Assistant, Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian, Film and Video 
Center, New York, New York. 

1995        Archival Intern, Human Sexuality Collection, Div. of Rare Books and Manuscripts, Cornell 
Univ.  Researched and catalogued pseudo-scientific monographs addressing sexuality. Co-
authored public archival guide, authored research paper, compiled collection bibliography. 

 
PROFESSIONAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE (SELECTED, EXCLUDING MOST DEPT SVCE) 
 

2024-25 Coordinator, UCLA Institute for American Cultures Chancellors’ Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Program 

2024-2028 UCLA Olympics Coordination Committee 
2024-25 Department of Anthropology committees: Admissions, Awards, and Political Statements 
2023-24 UC Systemwide Academic Planning Council joint workgroup on Faculty Mission Priorities and 

Balance, Post-Pandemic 
2023-24 Article Prize Committee, Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, member 
2023-24  Immediate Past Chair, UCLA Academic Senate 
2023 Space Oversight Committee, UCLA  
2022-23 Chair, UCLA Academic Senate 
2022-23 Information Technology Executive Committee, UCLA 
2021-22 Vice Chair/Chair-Elect, UCLA Academic Senate 
2021-22 Search Committee, Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost, UCLA 
2021-22 UCLA COVID-19 Taskforce 
2021-23 Academic Senate Legislative Assembly (Chair 2022-23, Vice Chair 2121-22, Member 2023-24) 
2021-24 Executive Board, Academic Senate (Chair 2022-23, Vice Chair 2121-22, Member 2023-24) 
2021-23 Council of Faculty Chairs (Chair 2022-23, Vice Chair 2021-22)  
2021-23 Executive Sustainability Committee, UCLA (ex officio) 
2021-23 Academic Council and Assembly, Systemwide Senate of the University of California 
2021- Faculty Forward Initiative, UCLA (re: diversity hiring and retention) 
2021-22 Campus Honorary Naming Committee, UCLA (ex officio) 
2021-22 Information Technology Steering Committee, UCLA (ex officio) 
2021-24 Enrollment Planning Committee, UCLA (ex officio) 
2021-22 Opus Oversight Committee, UCLA (ex officio) 
2020-21 Self-Supporting Graduate Professional Degree Programs Advisory Committee (Senate) 
2020-21 Chair, American Indian Studies Committee Director Review, Institute of American Cultures, 

UCLA 
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2020-21 Chair, Awards Committee, UCLA Department of Anthropology 
2020-21 Research Continuity Working Group, office of the UCLA Vice Chancellor for Research and 

Creative Activities; Co-chair, Post-Pandemic Research Visioning Working Group 
2020, 2022 Onsite selection panel, President’s Postdoctoral Fellowship Program, University of California 

Office of the President (Oakland, CA) 
2020 Native American and Indigenous Studies First Book Prize Committee, member 
2018-pres Publications Subcommittee, American Indian Studies Center  
2018-2024 UCLA delegate to the University of California Systemwide Academic Senate Assembly 
2018-2020 Advisory Committee, Tribal Learning Community & Educational Exchange, School of Law 
2015-pres Core Faculty, UCLA Center for the Study of Women (organized research unit [ORU] 

administrative governance and planning participation, co-wrote 5-year-review self-study, 
participated in graduate student conference planning and selection, contributed to strategic 
planning, participated in staff hiring, contributed to development effort, worked collaboratively 
with other core faculty, professional staff, and student workers) 

2015-2020? Member, NAGPRA Committee, UCLA 
2015-2018 Member, Prize Committee, David M. Schneider Prize, American Anthropological Association 
2009- (var) Selection committees or reader for various UCLA programs: Mellon-Mays, McNair, American 

Indian Studies Center grants, Institute of American Cultures grants, Dissertation Year 
Fellowship, Graduate Research Mentorship Fellowship, Graduate Summer Research Mentorship, 
Undergraduate Research Fellowship, judge for Dean’s Prize for Undergraduate Research 
Excellence in the Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, Chancellor’s Award for Postdoctoral 
Research, etc. Systemwide: Center for New Racial Studies. Dates available upon request. 

2010-pres Departmental service, Gender Studies (limited service included membership on two ad hoc 
tenure & promotion committees, an endowed chair search committee, admissions committee 
once) 

2019 External reviewer, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley 
2009-11, 2012-pres Advisory Committee, American Indian Studies Center, UCLA 
2017-2023 Advisory Committee, American Indian Studies Interdepartmental Program, UCLA  
2017-2019 Executive Committee, Institute of American Cultures (ethnic & Indigenous studies centers) 
2015-pres Center for the Study of Women Advisory Committee (Chair 2015-16) 
2013 & 2019 University Ad hoc committee charged by Committee on Academic Personnel  
2017-18 Member, UCLA Campus Expansion Task Force 
2014-17 Graduate Council, UCLA Academic Senate (Chair, 2016-17; Vice Chair, 2015-16; Member or 

Ex Officio Member of Fellowships and Assistantships Committee, Committee on Degree 
Programs, Ad Hoc Committee on Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Fellow Wellbeing, 
Administrative Committee; Ex Officio member of various university committees; chair or co-
chair of exit meetings for all graduate-degree-granting departmental reviews; progress review 
meetings and closures for departmental reviews) 

2016-17 Executive Board, UCLA Academic Senate (ex officio member) 
2015-17 Associate Director, Center for the Study of Women, UCLA 
2016 Member, Search Committee for Associate Dean of the Graduate Division, UCLA 
2016 Member, Eight-Year Program Review Committee, UCLA Departments of Mechanical & 

Aerospace Engineering and Chemistry & Biochemistry 
2015-2018 Editorial board, Political and Legal Anthropology Review (PoLAR) 
2015-18 Member, Prize Committee, Annette Kolodny Environmental Studies Prize, American Studies 

Association 
2015-16 Secretary, Society for the Anthropology of North America 
2015-16 Member, Advisory Committee for the Associate Dean for Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in the 

Division of the Social Sciences 
2015 Member, Eight-Year Program Review Committee, UCLA Department of Public Policy 
2014-15 Chair, Search Committee for the Director of the American Indian Studies Center, UCLA 
2014-15 Chair, Faculty Advisory Committee, American Indian Studies Center, UCLA 
2010-14 Treasurer (and Board Member), Society for Cultural Anthropology, American Anthropological 

Association 
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2012-13 Open Access Task Force, Society for Cultural Anthropology, American Anthropological 
Association 

1993-2013 Board Member, Telluride Association, a nonprofit foundation ($40+ million endowment) that 
operates educational projects integrating academics with democratic living.   

President, Telluride Association Board of Directors (2004-2006). 
Chaired committee administering a high school summer program in the Afro-American 

Studies Department, Indiana University (1996-98).   
Chaired committee launching a scholarship house at the University of Michigan (1998-

2000).   
Chaired numerous other committees, including Development and Budget. 

2012 Selection Committee, Delmos Jones and Jagna Sharff Memorial Book Prize, Society for the 
Anthropology of North America, American Anthropological Association 

2010-11, 2012-13, 2017-18 Coordinator, UCLA Anthropology working group on Culture, Power, and 
Social Change 

2012-13 Member, Penny Kanner Endowed Chair search committee, UCLA Department of Gender 
Studies 

2011-12 Consulting Scholar on the Clewiston Museum’s Florida Humanities Council grant to develop 
local content for the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum on Main Street project 

2011 Organizing committee (and panel commentator), symposium on Race and Sovereignty, UCLA 
School of Law 

2010-11 Committee on Educational Initiatives in the Social Sciences, UCLA 
2010 Selection and program committee, Dean’s postdoctoral fellowship for Social Science in Practice, 

UCLA 
2007-08 Founding faculty sponsor, University of Chicago Workshop on American Locations 
2006-08 University of Chicago liaison to the Committee on Institutional Cooperation (CIC) American 

Indian Studies Consortium 
2006-08 Chicago Working Group member, Teagle Foundation and Human Rights Program initiative 

(faculty collaboration with Carleton College and Macalester College). 
2005-07 Faculty co-sponsor, University of Chicago workshops on Comparative Colonialisms (2005-06) 

and Money, Markets, and Consumption (2005-2007). 
2003-04 Association for Feminist Anthropology Board of Directors, American Anthropological 

Association (Student Board Member) 
1996-2003   Anthropology Graduate Student Association, New York University.  President, 1997-98. 
 
Ongoing 
 
Editorial Boards: Native South, Current Anthropology  
  
Reviewer:  

Article and book manuscripts: 
American Anthropologist (2008, 2016, 2017), American Ethnologist (2006, 2011, 2012, 2014, 
2015), American Journal of Sociology (2008), Comparative Studies in Society and History 
(2010, 2011), Critique of Anthropology (2013), Cultural Anthropology (2011, 2013, 2014, 2019, 
2025), Current Anthropology (2011), Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & Society (2018), 
Feminist Anthropology (2020), Feminist Online Review (2019), Humanities (2016), 
International Journal of Critical Indigenous Studies (2009), Journal of the Anthropology of 
North America (2019), Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute (JRAI) (2010), Law and 
Social Inquiry (2008), Law & Policy Review (2004, 2008), Journal of Anthropological Research 
(2007, 2009), Museum Anthropology (2006), NAIS: Native American and Indigenous Studies 
(2018, 2021), Peasant Studies (2016), PoLAR (2012, 2015, 2017, 2025), Peasant Studies (2016), 
PoLAR (2015, 2017), Research in Economic Anthropology (2018), Rural Sociology (2008), 
North American Dialogue (2013), Transforming Anthropology (2011), Western Historical 
Quarterly (2015), Cambridge University Press (2010 prospectus), Cornell University Press 
(2009 book), Duke University Press (2007, 2009, 2010, 2018, 2019 books), Princeton University 
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Press (2013 & 2021 prospectus + chapter), School of American Research Press (2007, 2009 
books), Stanford University Press (2008, 2009 books), University of Arizona Press (2005 
books), University of California Press (2015 prospectus + chapters, 2015 & 2018 book), 
University of North Carolina Press (2008 prospectus; 2009, 2011, 2012, 2016, 2017 books), 
Wiley-Blackwell (2011 prospectus), Yale University Press (2012, 2014, 2015 books)  

 
Grant and fellowship review (selected): 

Wenner-Gren Foundation (2008, 2009) 
National Science Foundation panel, Law and Social Sciences (2011, 2014) 
Howard Foundation Fellowships (2016-17) 
University of California Presidential Postdoctoral Fellowship (2018-present, including two years 
of in-person panel service) 

 
Book Manuscript Workshop Participant (Invited) 

Lee Cabatingan, UC Irvine 
Monica Barra, University of South Carolina 
Mardi Reardon-Smith, Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia 
Kasey Keeler, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Thomas Ozden-Schilling, Johns Hopkins University 
Eleana Kim, University of California, Irvine 
Erin Debenport, UCLA Department of Anthropology (rescheduled to fall 2020) 
Hannah Appel, UCLA Department of Anthropology 
Shannon Speed, UCLA Departments of Gender Studies and Anthropology 
Mishuana Goeman, UCLA Department of Gender Studies 
Narges Erami, Yale University 
Ikaika Ramones, Princeton University 

 
Tenure and Promotion (List of universities available upon request) 
 
Member: American Anthropological Association (Sections: Association for Feminist Anthropology, 

American Ethnological Society, Association of Political and Legal Anthropology, Society for 
Cultural Anthropology, Anthropology and the Environment); American Studies Association; 
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS: The politics of indigeneity and settler colonialism. The anthropology of 
citizenship, sovereignty, and nation. Environment, water. Feminist anthropology. Ethnography of the United 
States and Native North America. The Florida Everglades. Money and value. Gender and family.   
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