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The Department of Anthropology at UCLA acknowledges the
Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the traditional land caretakers of
Tovaangar (the Los Angeles basin and South Channel Islands).

As a land grant institution, we are grateful to have the
opportunity to work for the taraaxotam (indigenous peoples,

in Tongva) in this place. We pay our respects to Honuukvetam
(ancestors), ‘Ahiihirom (Elders), and 'Eyoohiinkem (our

relatives/relations) past, present and emerging. 



C O N G R A T S ,  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3 !

C. Jason Throop
Department Chair
Professor

Erin Debenport
Vice Chair of Graduate Studies
Associate Professor

On June 14, 2023 the Department of
Anthropology held a hybrid event honoring
our MA recipients and PhD graduates. Along
with our colleagues and very hardworking
staff who made the event possible, we were
so happy to see many students, graduates,
and their family and friends attend this
important celebration.

We were very excited to celebrate the
accomplishments of our students together
and in person after several years of virtual
celebrations. When that was our mode, we
did a lot of heavy lifting to describe the
setting and the vibe for this event. To give
the students who had never been to Haines
Hall, campus, or even LA a sense of how this
space looks, smells, sounds, and feels, we
described the snacks and types of small talk
that one hears in Southern California (so, in
other words, a heavy reliance on cheese
trays and lots of commute talk). 

But this year’s celebration was different, and
as stimulating and creative as these
descriptive exercises were during our virtual
celebrations, we were grateful to celebrate
our ability to gather in Haines Hall, the
Department’s “home”, together as a group.
As anthropologists, one of our central
concerns is studying groups—how are
publics formed? What is a nation-state?

How do audiences hear in a particular way?
What we’re getting at, is that we’d not only
like to congratulate the students that were
being awarded degrees, but to thank all of
you for continuing to come together as a
group, over and over again, under very trying
circumstances these past few years, as we
work together to build and rebuild our
community in the Department.

Thank you, graduates, for providing us with
the occasion to gather and celebrate your
considerable achievements. You have all
done exemplary work to craft research
whose impacts will be felt well outside the
Department. 

And thank you, family and friends of our
graduates, for supporting them not just
during this year’s celebration event, but
throughout the years.

Bravo, everyone!



MA
Re c i p i e n t s

Top: “UCLA Corridor” by Mike Appel under license CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
Bottom: "Royce" by *Seth is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.
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M A D I S O N  A U B E Y ,  M A

T H E  A R C H A E O L O G Y  O F
S O V E R E I G N T Y :  A F R I C A T O W N ,

B L A C K  M O B I L E ,  A N D
R E S I S T I V E  C O N S U M P T I O N

Chair: Justin P. Dunnavant

"I would like to thank my family,
my committee, and my peers,
especially in CBLAAC, for their

support throughout this process." 



A M B E R  K E L A  C H O N G ,  M A

E X P E R I M E N T S  I N
S O V E R E I G N T Y :  C U L T I V A T I N G

ʻ Ā I N A  M O M O N A  A T  W A I P Ā

Chair: Jessica Cattelino



D A N I  H E F F E R N A N ,  M A

C O N S T R U C T I N G  T H E
" C I S G E N D E R  L I S T E N I N G

S U B J E C T " :  T R A N S - F E M I N I N E
S P E A K E R S '  C O M M E N T A R I E S

O N  V O I C E  A N D  B E I N G  H E A R D

Chair: Norma Mendoza-Denton



S A L L Y  L I ,  M A

R A C I A L  A N D  T E M P O R A L
D I F F E R E N C E S  I N  F E R T I L I T Y -

E D U C A T I O N  T R A D E O F F S
H I G H L I G H T  T H E  E F F E C T  O F
E C O N O M I C  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

O N  O P T I M U M  F A M I L Y  S I Z E  I N
T H E  U S

Chair: Brooke Scelza



R O B I N  S T E V L A N D  M E Y E R - L O R E Y ,
M A

M A N I F E S T  D E S T I N Y  I N
S O U T H E A S T  A S I A :

A R C H A E O L O G Y  O F  A M E R I C A N
C O L O N I A L  I N D U S T R Y  I N  T H E

P H I L I P P I N E S ,  1 8 9 8 - 1 9 8 7

Chair: Stephen Acabado



V I C T O R I A  N E W H A L L ,  M A

E V A L U A T I N G  T H E  R O L E  O F
F O O D W A Y S  D U R I N G  L A R G E -

S C A L E  S O C I O - P O L I T I C A L
T R A N S F O R M A T I O N S  A T

F O R M A T I V E  T R E S  Z A P O T E S

Co-Chairs: Richard Lesure and Gregson Schachner



W A N D A  Q U I N T A N I L L A  D U R A N ,
M A

T H E  F O R C E  O F  I N T I M A C Y  I N  A
H O N D U R A N  C O M M U N I T Y

Chair: Jason De León



N I C O L E  S M I T H ,  M A

F R O M  E X I L E  T O  E V I C T I O N :
G A R Í F U N A  I N D I G E N E I T Y ,

L A N D  R I G H T S ,  A N D  H E R I T A G E
I N  R O A T Á N ,  H O N D U R A S

Co-Chairs: Jason De León and Justin Dunnavant



P h D  
G r a d u a t e s

Top: “UCLA Campus” by Rictor Norton & David Allen under license CC BY 2.0
Bottom: “US_CA_Los Angeles_UCLA_2016 (9)” by Christine Franck under license CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rictor-and-david/4832334190
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rictor-and-david/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/christineghfranck/45865028225
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S T E V E N  A M M E R M A N ,  P H D  

H U M A N - A N I M A L
I N T E R A C T I O N  A T  T H E

A N C I E N T  U R B A N  S I T E  O F
S I S U P A L G A R H ,  I N D I A

 

Chair: Monica L. Smith



M E G A N  A .  B A K E R ,  P H D  

B U I L D I N G  M O R E  T H A N  A N
E C O N O M Y :  H I S T O R I E S  O F

C H O C T A W - U . S .  L A W S ,  L A N D
A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N

O K L A H O M A

Chair: Jessica Cattelino



S P E N C E R  C H A O - L O N G  C H E N ,
P H D  

D U B B I N G  I D E O L O G I E S :  T H E
P O L I T I C S  O F  L A N G U A G E  A N D

A C O U S T I C  A E S T H E T I C S  I N
T A I W A N ’ S  M A N D A R I N -

V O I C E O V E R  P R O D U C T I O N

Chair: Paul V. Kroskrity



K R I S T I N E  J O Y  C H U A ,  P H D  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L ,
B I O L O G I C A L ,  A N D  C U L T U R A L

I N F L U E N C E S  O N  H E A L T H  A N D
B E H A V I O R

Chair: Abigail Bigham



U L I S E S  J .  E S P I N O Z A ,  P H D  

Chair: H. Clark Barrett

"First and foremost, thank you to my
amazing wife. Thank you to my committee

members, to my fellow members of 
CBLAAC, to my friends and family."



R O D N E Y  R .  G R A T R E A K S  J R . ,
P H D  

T A L K I N G  T O  T H E  W I N D :
T O W A R D S  A N

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  N U M I C
V E R B A L  A R T  A N D  L A N G U A G E

P L A N N I N G  I N  T H E  V I L L A G E  O F
S H A X W A P A T S

Chair: Paul V. Kroskrity



R E N É E  V E R A  H A G E N ,  P H D  

C O N V E N T I O N S  A N D  M O R A L
C O D E S :  A  B A Y E S I A N  M O D E L

O F  T H E  S P R E A D  A N D
M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  S O C I A L

N O R M S

Chair: Brooke Scelza



E M I L Y  V I R G I N I A  J O N E S ,  P H D  

A  V I O L E N T  O P E R A T I O N :
T R A U M A  S U R G E R Y ,  P O L I C I N G ,

A N D  T H E  P O L I T I C S  O F  C A R E
I N  A  L O S  A N G E L E S  C O U N T Y

P U B L I C  H O S P I T A L

Chair: Laurie Kain Hart



S U C H A R I T A  K A N J I L A L ,  P H D  

H O M E  C H E F S :  I N D I A N
H O U S E H O L D S  P R O D U C E  F O R

T H E  G L O B A L  C R E A T O R
E C O N O M Y

Chair: Akhil Gupta



A N D R E W  E .  M A C I V E R ,  P H D  

T H E  S H A N G - Z H O U
T R A N S I T I O N :  I M M A N E N C E ,

P O W E R ,  A N D  T H E
M I C R O P O L I T I C S  O F

E N C O U N T E R

Chair: Li Min

"Thank you to my committee for all their
help and support and to everyone who

supported me through this journey!"



J O S H U A  L .  M A Y E R ,  P H D  

C O N J U R I N G  T E R R I T O R Y :
A F R O - I N D I G E N O U S

A U T H O R I T Y  A N D  S E T T L E R
C A P I T A L I S M  I N  N I C A R A G U A

Chair: Shannon Speed



B I A N C A  R O M A G N O L I ,  P H D  

P A T R O L L I N G  N O R T H  O F  6 0 :
M I L I T A R Y  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

I N  C A N A D A ’ S  A R C T I C
C O M M U N I T I E S

Co-Chairs: Salih Can Açiksöz and Laurie Kain Hart



T H E O D O R E  S A M O R E ,  P H D  

T R A D I T I O N A L I S M ,  P A T H O G E N
A V O I D A N C E ,  A N D  C O M P E T I N G

T R A D E O F F S  D U R I N G  A
G L O B A L  T H R E A T

Chair: Daniel M.T. Fessler



W I L L I A M  J A M E S  S C H L E S I N G E R ,
P H D  

T H E  P R O D U C T I O N  A N D
G O V E R N A N C E  O F  R I S K Y

S E X U A L  S U B J E C T I V I T Y  I N  T H E
E R A  O F  P R E - E X P O S U R E

P R O P H Y L A X I S  ( P R E P )  T O  H I V

Chair: Salih Can Açiksöz



S A L I E M  W A K E E M  S H E H A D E H ,
P H D  

R E S E A R C H I N G  T H E  G E N E R A L
U N I O N  O F  P A L E S T I N E
S T U D E N T S  F R O M  T H E

D I A S P O R A
 

Co-Chairs: Jemima Pierre and Susan Slyomovics



T Y A N N A  S L O B E ,  P H D  

L A N G U A G E  A N D  I N T E R A C T I O N
A M O N G  Y O U T H  I N  C H I L E ' S

2 0 1 9  U P R I S I N G

Chair: Norma Mendoza-Denton



M A D E L E I N E  A M E E  Y A K A L ,  P H D  

S P A N I S H  C O L O N I A L I S M  I N
B I K O L ,  P H I L I P P I N E S :

L O C A L I Z I N G  D E V O T I O N  T O
O U R  L A D Y  O F  P E Ñ A F R A N C I A

Chair: Stephen Acabado



Congratulations!


