
M.A. Recipients 
& 

Ph.D. Graduates
2023-24

U C L A
D E P A R T M E N T  O F
A N T H R O P O L O G Y

“2019 UCLA Haines Hall 2” by Beyond My Ken under license CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2019_UCLA_Haines_Hall_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Beyond_My_Ken


The Department of Anthropology at UCLA acknowledges the
Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the traditional land caretakers of
Tovaangar (the Los Angeles basin and South Channel Islands).

As a land grant institution, we are grateful to have the
opportunity to work for the taraaxotam (indigenous peoples,

in Tongva) in this place. We pay our respects to Honuukvetam
(ancestors), ‘Ahiihirom (Elders), and 'Eyoohiinkem (our

relatives/relations) past, present and emerging. 



C O N G R A T S ,  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4 !

C. Jason Throop
Department Chair
Professor

Brooke Scelza
Vice Chair of Graduate Studies
Associate Professor
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M .A .
R e c i p i e n t s

Top: “UCLA Corridor” by Mike Appel under license CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
Bottom: "Royce" by *Seth is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/43406568@N03/6579466139
https://www.flickr.com/photos/43406568@N03/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12620956@N03/5162304533
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12620956@N03


E L I Z A B E T H  A R N O L D ,  M . A .

U N V E I L I N G  D I A S P O R I C
M A R K E T S :  A N  A R C H A E O L O G Y

O F  C O N S U M P T I O N  I N
C A L I F O R N I A ' S  C H I N A T O W N S

Chair: Monica L. Smith, Ph.D.

“I am profoundly grateful for the
support I have received from my

family, committee, peers, and
other researchers throughout

every step of this project. I have
learned a great deal about what
it means to be a well-rounded
scholar and I look forward to

what awaits!”



N A T A L I E  F I N N E G A N ,  M . A .

M I T O C H O N D R I A L  D N A  F O R
P H Y L O G E N Y  B U I L D I N G :

A S S E S S I N G  I N D I V I D U A L  A N D
G R O U P E D  M T G E N E S  A S

P R O X I E S  F O R  T H E  M T G E N O M E
I N  P L A T Y R R H I N E S

Chair: Jessica Lynch, Ph.D

Thank you to my mentors,
friends, and family for their

support during these two years.
And of course, thank you to the
monkeys. Thank you, monkeys!



T H O M A S  G A B R I E L  G E R Z ,  M . A .

C O L O N I A L I S M ;  L A N G U A G E
I D E O L O G I E S ;  L I N G U I S T I C
L A N D S C A P E ;  R Y U K Y U A N

L A N G U A G E S ;  U S  M I L I T A R Y  &
O K I N A W A

Chair: Erin Debenport, Ph.D



S O P H I E  E L I Z A B E T H  K L I T G A A R D ,
M . A .

A N  E V O L U T I O N A R Y
A P P R O A C H  T O  P R I V A C Y  

Co-Chairs: H. Clark Barrett, Ph.D. and Daniel Fessler,
Ph.D.



L E R O Y  F .  M O O R E ,  M . A .

K R I P - H O P  N A T I O N :
C O M M U N I T Y - B A S E D
E D U C A T I O N  A T  T H E

I N T E R S E C T I O N  O F
B L A C K N E S S  &  D I S A B I L I T Y

Co-Chairs: H. Samy Alim, Ph.D. and Norma Mendoza-
Denton, Ph.D.



P h . D .  
G r a d u a t e s

Top: “UCLA Campus” by Rictor Norton & David Allen under license CC BY 2.0
Bottom: “US_CA_Los Angeles_UCLA_2016 (9)” by Christine Franck under license CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rictor-and-david/4832334190
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rictor-and-david/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/christineghfranck/45865028225
https://www.flickr.com/photos/christineghfranck/


V I N C E N T  M .  B E L L E T T O ,  P H . D  .

A T T I T U D E S  O F  L O S S :  A
P H E N O M E N O L O G I C A L

A N A L Y S I S  O F  I D E N T I T Y ,
C U L T U R A L  S H I F T ,  A N D

L A N G U A G E  D E A T H  A M O N G
T H E  U N S E R D E U T S C H  C R E O L E

G E R M A N  C O M M U N I T Y  O F
A U S T R A L I A

Chair: C. Jason Throop, Ph.D.



B L A K E  E R I C K S O N ,  P H . D  .

C H A L L E N G E S  T O
P S Y C H I A T R I C  C A R E :  A

C L I N I C A L  A N D
A N T H R O P O L O G I C A L

A N A L Y S I S  O F  P S Y C H O S I S  A N D
D E P E N D E N C Y  

Chair: Laurie Kain Hart, Ph.D.



L I L I T  G H A Z A R Y A N ,  P H . D  .

C O M R A D E S ,  C O N F L I C T S ,  A N D
C L A S S R O O M S :  L A N G U A G E
P O L I C Y  A N D  P R A C T I C E  I N
P O S T - S O V I E T  A R M E N I A N

E D U C A T I O N  

Co-Chairs: Alessandro Duranti, Ph.D. and Erica
Cartmill, Ph.D.



A D I T I  A N A N D  H A L B E ,  P H . D .

T R A D E M A R K S  O F  T R A D I T I O N :
A R T I S A N  L A B O R ,

D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  P L A C E
M A K I N G  I N  R U R A L  I N D I A

Chair: Akhil Gupta, Ph.D.



D E L A N E Y  K N O R R ,  P H . D .

E M B O D I E D  E X P E R I E N C E S :  A
M I X E D - M E T H O D S  A P P R O A C H
T O  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  S T R E S S
A N D  R E S I L I E N C E  I N  L A T I N A

M O T H E R S

Chair: Molly Fox, Ph.D.



N A A K O S H I E  A W U R A M A  M I L L S ,
P H . D .

C U L T U R E S  O F  F O R E I G N
P O L I C Y M A K I N G :  S T A T E

D E P A R T M E N T  D I P L O M A T S
A N D  R A C E  I N  U S - A F R I C A

S T R A T E G Y

Chair: Laurie Kain Hart, Ph.D.



M O L L Y  T H E O D O R A  B I L L I N G S
O R I N G E R ,  P H . D .

S P A T I A L  R E L A T I O N S :  P O S T -
W A R  R E C O N S T R U C T I O N  A N D
T H E  A F T E R L I V E S  O F  J E W I S H

T E R R A I N S  I N  L E B A N O N

Co-Chairs: Laurie Kain Hart, Ph.D. and Susan
Slyomovics, Ph.D.

To all Gazan, Sudanese, & Congolese
students whose graduations and lives

were cut short by genocide.



R A C H E L  P A R K S ,  P H . D .

T R A N S L A T I N G  P A I N ,
C O M M U N I C A T I N G  C A R E :

R E P R E S E N T I N G  E X P E R T I S E ,
K I N S H I P ,  A N D  D I S A B I L I T Y

T H R O U G H  T H E  D i s D A T  F O R M

Chair: C. Jason Throop, Ph.D.



R E U V E N  S I N E N S K Y ,  P H . D .

E A R L Y  A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D
I N D I G E N O U S  F O O D W A Y S  I N

T H E  U S  S O U T H W E S T  A N D
M E S O A M E R I C A :  C U I S I N E  A N D

S O C I A L  C H A N G E  I N  M O B I L E
F A R M I N G  S O C I E T I E S  

Chair: Gregson Schachner, Ph.D.



A N D R E W  M A R C U S  S M I T H ,  P H . D .

V A R I A T I O N  A N D  U N I F O R M I T Y
I N  M E N T A L  S T A T E  T A L K

A C R O S S  T H R E E  L A N G U A G E S

Co-Chairs: H. Clark Barrett, Ph.D. and Erica Cartmill, Ph.D.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. This
degree has been a labor of love and I

could not have done it without the
endless support of my family, my friends,
my committee, my beloved fiancee, Abby,
and my fat orange cat, Patty. I am grateful
beyond words for my time here at UCLA
and for everyone who helped to make it
possible. This work is as much yours as it
is mine and I am overjoyed to be able to

celebrate its completion together. 



J A I M E  V E L A ,  P H . D .  

D I A B E T E S  P R E V E N T I O N
S T R A T E G I E S  F O R  T H E  D I N É :

C U L T U R A L  L E A R N I N G  T O
I M P L E M E N T  C H A N G E .  A

Q U A L I T A T I V E  S T U D Y

Chair: Russell Thornton, Ph.D.



S A S H A  L U T Z  W I N K L E R ,  P H . D .  

E V O L U T I O N A R Y
P E R S P E C T I V E S  O N  P L A Y  A N D

L A U G H T E R

Co-Chairs: Erica Cartmill, Ph.D. and Susan Perry, Ph.D.



H A O Y A N  Z H U A N G ,  P H . D .  

C O L L E C T I V E
I N D I V I D U A L I Z A T I O N :  C O -
L I V I N G  A M O N G  Y O U T H  I N

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  C H I N A

Co-Chairs: Nancy E. Levine, Ph.D. and Yunxiang Yan,
Ph.D.



Congratulations!


